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'^MOSCOW (R) — Rl&aa criticised Israel Friday for ha deckmi ,._i 
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7®* «*=* and Gaza Strip was die best 
way-to estab&m a successful tfiakjgoe between Israelis and Arabs The 
spokesman made dear Russia was taking over die role of the 
Soviet Union as co-sponsor with 
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SS SI*** 0 ®" ~nte Ruraian Federation intends 
for novuig^ forwaid the p^ace talks between 
Arabco mto^andlaael. apokennan Vitaly Omririnsaid. '*w e oSoto 
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*»* “*”? * P*** la ^* m Washington last month, had constituted a step 
towards peace. But he regretted Israel's ^daoTm^mJ 
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BEIRUT (AP) — Cardinal John O'Connor of New York met Friday with 
Lebanon's Christian and Muslim spiritual leaden and said he hoped he 
could help this economy-battered nation "a little." Cardinal O'Connor 
held separate talks with Elias Audefa, Greek Orthodox bishop of Beirut, 
and with the nation’s Sunni and Shiite Muslim spiritual leaders. “I hope I 
would be able to help a little in any way possible, not only in schools, 
hospitals, orphanages or churches." Cardinal O'Connor said at the end ot 
his talks. He said he would ask Lebanese emigrants living in the United 
States to "see what they can possibly do to help Lebanon." Lebanon is 
seeking foreign aid to rebuild its economy, shattered by civil war between 
1975 and 1990. Cardinal O'Connor has visiied Lebanon in recent years 
seeking the release of Western captives held by extremists. All hostages 
except two Germans have been freed. U.N. envoy Giandomenico Ftcco is 
seeking to negotiate their release. The cardinal, who came to Lebanon St 
the invitation of Maronitc Catholic Patriarch Mar Nasrailah Butros Sfeir. 
said be would Uy to "make all Americans visit Lebanon to find the truth 
about Lebanon.'' 
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Fadlallah blames 
U.S., Israel for 
carbombing 

BEIRUT (AP) — A Shiite Mns- 
fen cleric Friday blamed the Un- 
ited States and Israel for the 
year-cod car bombing that killed 
30 people in a crowded Beirut 
district. Sheikh Mohammad Hus- 
sein FadbBah l a b el le d the bomb- 
% mg a “barbaric massacre,” and 
said; ‘The prime accusation is 
forwarded to Israel, that is to 
America because Israel cannot do 
anything without America’s 
approval for there is a strategic 
affiance between the two.” A 
Mercedes rigged with 100 kilog- 
rammes of TNT exploded Mon- 
day m a predominantly Shiite 
neighbourhood in the mo rning 
rash hoar, wounding 120 others. 
No-one daimed responsibility for 
the bombing, the deadliest in six 
years and a violent setback to 
government efforts to re s tore law 
and order after. IS years of dvil 
war. “That explosion was a mes- 
sage to several sides. It’s a mes- 
sage to the oppressed... it’s a 
1 message from Israel to ascertain 
that it does not want security in 
Lebanon,” Sheikh Fadlallah said. 
“As for America, it had talked 
about Lebanon regarding the 
(Western) hostages. The hostages 
were released bat the servant’s 
sons were not,” S heikh Fadlallah 
added. That was a reference to 
some 200 mainly Shiite prisoners 
held by Israel and its proxy militia 
in Sooth Lebanon. 

5 Iraqi children 
Killed in mine blast 

BAGHDAD (R) — Three asters 
and tbeir two brothers were killed 
in southern Iraq when mines 
dropped by allied aircraft during 
the Gulf war exploded, the Iraqi 
News Agency said on Friday. The 
children were aged between three 
and seven. The agency did not 
say when or bow the mines were 
set off. It said the mines exploded 
in a village near the dry of 
Nassiriyeh. 

Russian helicopter 
lands at Miami 

MIAMI (AP) — A Russian heli- 
copter apparently fleeing Cuba 
with men, women and children 
aboard landed Friday morning at 
a suburban airport, authorities 
said. “There are men, women 
and children aboard,” said 
Metro-Dade police, spokesman 
George Reyes. The aircraft 
touched down at Tamiami air- 
port, a public strip for small 
aircraft about IS kilometres 
southwest of Miami international 
airport. The helicopter and those 
aboard were handed over to the 
U.S. Customs Service, Mr. Reyes 
said. He did not know bow many 
people were aboard and had no 
further details. Customs spokes- 
men said they were still investi- 
gating and had no immediate 
comment. 

Egypt- Estonia set up 
diplomatic relations 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt and Esto- 
nia have agreed to establish di- 
plomatic relations, they said in a 
joint statement issued Friday. 
Estonian Foreign Minister Len- 
nart Men and Mohammad A1 
Agfcri, Egypt's ambassador to 
Hhlasd, signed the agreement 
Thursday night at Estonia’s 
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dfc former Soviet Union last 
Jpar. Estonia is the first to have 
‘Mooatic ties with Egypt, which 
*91 he at ambassador level. 

C*r pile-ups in Italy 
kills 8 

}pAH(AP) — A 50-car jrileup 


jtut ; hours after it was 
a gigantic 
° a ® of CDffiskms that left seven 
85%-dead and 110 injured. 

at least one person 
r^jaSed-asd six injured in the 
^ t P&«pihat forced them to 
bp&tcudcd “Super- 
3?"«r of the Sun” between 
3*^Raeeiiza. The highway 
y-OWfil; earlier for 16 hours 


Jordanian team heads for 
bilaterals today as planned 


By Nermeea Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s delegation 
to the Middle East peace 
was set to leave Amman for 
Washington early this mrn wmg 
following His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s reiteration Thursday of Jor- 
dan’s commitment to the peace 
process. 

“We seek a just and honour- 
able peace,” tbs King said. “And 
we will continue to work for the 
achievement of that kind of 
peace,” the King said. 

However, Palestinians said Fri- 
day they had suspended plans to 
travel to Washington (see sepa- 
rate stray). 

The Palestinian decision cama 
after an Israeli decision to expel 
12 Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber co nfirm ed that the Jorda- 
nian party to the talks was leaving 
early tins morning a ccor din g to 
earlier plans. 

Dr. Aha Jaber, however, said 
that Israel's decision to expel 12 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories was “an injustice on at 


least three levels: human, legal 
and political,” and lacked logical 
rea soning “unless Israel is trying 
to torpedo the peace talks.” 

“ft is my hope that the Israelis 
will revoke their decision and 
reconsider especially that they 
proclaim that they are asking for 
peace,” Dr. Abu Jaber said in a 
telephone interview. 

The foreign minist e r said that 
expulsions are a “tragedy” on the 
human level because it cuts peo- 
ple from their jobs, family, 
friends and gravely affects tbeir 
feelings. “People do not usually 
associate the hmnan aspect to 
these political acts.” 

The expulsions, be added, are 
not only “illegal” bat politically 
“this decision has been taken 
with a nasty and bad timing and 
ignores the wishes of the entire 
world.” 

Jordan's chief negotiator 
Abdul Salam Majali said die 
Kingdom’s delegation was to de- 
part Amman according to sche- 
dule even though the Palestinian 
party to the talk* had suspended 
its plans to go to Washington 
pending a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) decision on a 


possible boycott of the said talks. 

“We are going to Washington 
according to schedule.” Dr. Ma- 
jali told the Jordan Times. 

Jordanian delegates, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, dis- 
missed the possibility of cancell- 
ing their plans to leave this morn- 
ing as a show of solidarity with 
the Palestinian position. 

“It is too late for os to change 
plans for our departure today,” a 
senior delegate told the Jordan 
Times. “The derision to expel the 
12 Palestinians was taken a few 
days back. Yet we were not 
aware of any derision to protest it 
until today ... this leaves the 
matter until die last minute which 
is of course difficult,” the dele- 
gate said. 

Although there were predic- 
tions that the Washington talks 
could be delayed pending a 
Palestinian decision to partici- 
pate, Jordanian delegates ex- 
pressed optimism that the impas- 
se in talks with Israel last month 
could be solved “within the first 
three days of the second round of 
talks.” 

Dr. Majali said be remained 
“eternally optimistic, although 


the road to peace will be long.” 

He told the Jordan Times that 
Jordan was “determined not to 
be a hurdle in the way of peace 
and will not be provoked by 
Israeli tactics.” 

“If we want to gain our rights 
and retrieve our lands we have to 
be prepared to suffer and struggle 
for a long time,” Dr. Majali 
added. 

In his comments Thursday, 
King Hussein said that altho ugh 
Arab coordination concerning 
the peace process was much be- 
low what Jordan had hoped for, 
“objectives in general are the 
same.” 

“We wiD continue to seek the 
required coor di nation,” the King 
said. 

The King was speaking after a 
visit he paid to the Prime Ministry 
to inquire about conditions in the 
Kingdom following the snow 
storm that affected the country in 
the last two days. 

Syria has so far inaeurf that it 
would not participate in the 
multilateral talks scheduled for 
Moscow on Jan. 28-29 unless 

(Continued on page 3) 


PLO seen seeking 
U.S. pressure on 
Israel, U.N. role 


Palestinians freeze 
Washington travel 


By Lands K Aadoal 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestinian 
part of the joint Jordaman- 
Pakctinian delegation has de- 
layed its trip to Washington 
amid reports that the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is considering a 
boycott of the third round of 
Israeli- Arab peace talks. The 
deliberate delay represented 
a last-minute attempt to bring 
the U.S. as the main sponsor 
of the talks, to pressure Israel 
to stop its es calating iron-first 
policy against Palestinians in 
the occupied Arab territor- 
ies. 

The final straw proved to 
be an Israeli order to expel 12 
Palestinians from the occu- 
pied territories. The Palesti- 
nian team declared on Friday 
morning that it was delaying 
its trip in response to the 
deportation orders. 

But information available 
to the Jordan Times and offi- 
cial PLO statements indi- 
cated that the Palestinians 
were seriously debating a 
potential boycott of the talks. 

“The deportation order is a 
mercy ballet in the heart of 
the peace process,” said PLO 
spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman on Friday. 


PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat Friday called for an 
agent session of the U.N. 
Security Council to discuss 
the Israeli measure'. Palesti- 
nian officials said if the 
Security Council convenes, it 
will be viewed as an en- 
couraging signal to send the 
Palestinian delegation to 
Washington. It appears that 
the PLO is using die delay of 
Palestinian delegations’s trip 
to Washington to secure the 
convening of the Security 
Council and to ensure a big- 
ger role for the U.N. in the 
peace process. 

FLO officials said that so 
far the organisation has not 
decided to boycott the talks. 
The PLO was evidently using 
the delay as a last-minute 
pressure tactic to pre ss u re 
Washington to take a firmer 
position towards Israel, but it 
left die door open for options 
if its tactic faded. 

The PLO will tty to delay 
the talks for at least two days 
just to make a point that 
Palestinians cannot be taken 
for granted and cannot be 
expected just to continue 
making concessions,” said an 
official Palestinian source. 
The talks were expected to 

( Co n tra w ed oa page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian nego- 
tiators said Friday they have sus- 
pended plans to go to peace talks 
in Washington because of Israel's 
decision to expel 12 Palestinians 
from tbe occupied territories. 

A statement read by Palesti- 
nian spokeswoman Hanan Asfara- 
wi appealed to the United States 
to make the Israeli government 
“nullify this grave breach of inter- 
national law.” 

It said the delegation would 
wait for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to make a 
decision on future participation 
on tbe peace talks. 

Ehud Got, a spokesman for 
P rime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
said in response: “I will not relate 
to Palestinian travel {dans. The 
Israeli delegation will be arriving 
in Washington on time. We will 
go to Washington to continue tbe 
talks to reach peace.” 

The Palestinian statement, 
read to reporters after tile Palesti- 
nian negotiating team conferred 
for two boors, said: 

“The Palestinian delegation 
views this latest development 
with utmost seriousness and 
grave alarm. We have therefore 
suspended our plans to travel to 
Washington D.C., pending tbe 
decision of tbe legitimate political 
leadership of the Palestinian pco- 
{de, the PLO, which is currently 
meeting to evaluate these de- 
velopments and which will 
announce the appropriate de- 
croon in due time.” 


Answering questions. Dr. 
Asbrawi said she expected tbe 
PLO to make a decision later 
Friday. 

Tbe Israelis aim o on ced Thurs- 
day night they would expel 12 
Palestinians allegedly active in 
violent anti-Israeli activity. They 
cited an upsurge in violence in the 
occupied territories in recent 
months in which four Jewish set- 
tlers have been killed. 

But Dr. Ashrawi’s statement 
said tbe expulsions were “a con- 
tinuation of Israel’s destructive 
policy designed to torpedo the 
peace process.” 

It urged tbe United States to 
“fulfill its explicit responsibilities 
to both the peace process and its 
own official policies” and make 
tbe Israelis reverse the decision. 

The delegation was to have left 
for Amman Friday en route to 
Washington where talks were ex- 
pected to resume next week. 

At Israeli insistence, PLO 
members have been barred from 
participating in the peace talks, 
but PLO officials advised the 
Palestinian delegates during tbe 
Madrid conference that began 
Oct. 30, and at talks last month in 
Washington. 

The Israeli army meanwhile 
announced the names of 12 
Palestinians from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip it has 
slated fm expulsion: 

Iyad AJ Hand Abdul Raof 
Jioda — a Gazan currently living 

(Controlled cm page 3) 


Jordan condemns Israeli move 

U.S., Britain and France join denunciation of Israeli 


decision to expel 12 Palestinians from occupied lands 

AMMAN (J.T) — Israel’s dec*- world,” be said. “The interna- | “7~ _ , _ ” 

sioo to expel 12 Palestinians from tionai community should embark II T S_ Strongly MOieS Israeli Step 
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AMMAN (J.T) — Israel’s deri- 
sion to expel 12 Palestinians from 
the occupied territories was con- 
demned by Jordan apd several 
Arab countries Friday. 

Jordan denounced the Israeli 
fejym as “a continuation of 
TtnwK measures at abort- 

ing tiie peace process, which en- 
joys international backing.” 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber said “such pro- 
vocative measures should place 
the entire world, particularly the 
United States, fece-to-fafc with 
their responsibility to counter 
such irresponsible Israeli mea- 
sures. which contravene interna- 
tional charters and conventions, 
especially the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.” 

Dr. Abu Jaber added that 
Tq |fl was p lanning to fbfl the 
peace process through ta kin g 
£cfa measures. “Faflure of the 
conference will reflect negatively 
not only on the countries of the 
region but also on the entire 


world,” be said. “The interna- 
tional community should embark 
on the necessary actions to force 
Israel to respect international 
legitimacy and the international 
community’s will, which advo- 
cates tbe establishment of just 
and durable peace in the region,” 
Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

He said Israel plans to fbO tbe 
peace process by intensifying its 
settlement activity, by desecrat- 
ing holy places and escalating 
oppressive measures against tbe 
Palestinian people. These ac- 
tions, be said, will not but make 
Jordan more resolved to shoulder 
its responsibilities towards tbe 
peoples of the region and the 
internat ion al co mmuni t y and to 
work seriously towards finding a 
just and durable solution to the 
Middle East problems. 

Dr. Abn Jaber voiced hope 
that tbe Israeli government could 
realise that “there is no alterna- 
tive to the optica of peace and 
will stop carrying out its plans 
rimed at aborting die peace pro- 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States on Friday “strongly 
condemned” Israel for its decision to expel 12 Palestinians from tile 
occupied territories. 

The derision led Palestinian peace negotiators to suspend their 
departure for Washington where they were to resume Middle East 
peace talks with Israel next week. 

In an unusually strongly-worded statement. State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said: The United States strongly 
condemns the Israeli government's decision to deport Palestinians. 
We have urged Israel at the highest levels to reconsi d e r and to 
rescind this decision.” 

Mr. Boucher said tbe United States opposes expulsion as a 
violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention which governs the 
behaviour of occupying powers. 

But be said the United States still believed Palestinians ought to 
come to Washington and resume peace talks and was urging them 
to do so. 

Mr. Bomber also condemned the killing of a Jewish settler in the 
Gaza Strip which farad said had provoked its decroon to expel the 
12 . 


t* 

Of the Palestinians to be expel- 
led, eight arc from the Gaza Strip 
and four from the West Bank. 
According to a military state- 


ment, six belong to the Popular 
Front and Democratic Front, 
PLO factions opposed to the 

( C o ntinued on page 5) 
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Archbishop of 
Canterbury 
arrives 
in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Archbishop 
of Canterbury George Carey, 
spiritual bead of the Qiurch of 
England, flew in Friday at the 
start of a six-day visit to Jordan 
and Israel as well as tbe occupied 
territories. 

Tbe main purpose of his Mid- 
dle East trip is an official visit to 
occupied Jerusalem starting Sun- 
day to mark tbe 150tb 
anniversary of the foundation of 
the Episcopal Church in Jeru- 
salem and the Middle East, bis 
office said. 

Tbe Jerusalem church is a pro- 
vince of the Worldwide Anglican 
Communion which Archbishop 
Carey leads. 

The archbishop will celebrate a 
second Christmas day on Monday 
with tbe Greek Orthodox Church 
in Bethlehem. 

. On Tuesday be is scheduled to 
meet with Israeli leaders, indud-’ 
mg Prime Minis ter Yitzhak Sha- 
mir. 

In Jordan Friday and Saturday 
be was to bold talks with Angli- 
can clergy and others and visit a 
school for the deaf. 

Tbe archbishop planned to give 
two news conferences, in Amman 
on Saturday and in Jerusalem on 
Wednesday. He will fly home 
from Tel Aviv late Wednesday. 

Archbishop Carey, 56. was en- 
throned in his cathedral in April 
as the 103rd archbishop of Can- 
terbury. 

Archbishop Carey's office said 
be would meet members of tbe 
Jordanian royal family, repre- 
sentatives of the Israeli govern- 
ment, inducting Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, and Palestinian 
leaden. 

Archbishop Carey said upon 
his arrival in Amman Friday night 
that a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East was of great import- 
ance. 

He added that there was a 
tremendous need to support the 
effort s being exerted to attain 
peace in the region in a way that 
would guarantee the return of the 
rights to its rightful owners. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber, tbe British a mb assa d or to 
Jordan and a number of Christian 
religious leaders welcomed the 
archbishop at tbe airport. 


West said to drop 

elan to ‘ounlsfe 9 Libi 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Un- 
ited States, Britain and France 
have shelved a drive for U.N. 
sanctions or other punitive action 
against Libya over bombings of 
U.S. and France airliners that 
killed 440 people. Foreign Minis- 
try sources said Friday. 

Ambassadors of the three 
Western powers relayed the deci- 
sion in separate meetings on 
Thursday with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and Arab 
League Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. 

Egypt has -made strenuous 
efforts to persuade the Western 
allies not to carry out military 
reprisals against Libya. 

The envoys told the officials 
their governments would press 
instead for a U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution urging Libya to 
respond to charges it was in- 
volved in the bombings of a Pan 
Am Jumbo jet over Scotland and 
a French UTA airliner over Ni- 
ger. 

Washington and London 


brought criminal charges on Nov. 
15 against two Libyan agents 
suspected of planting a bomb that 
destroyed Pan Am Flight 103 
over the town of Lockerbie in 
December 198S, killing 270 peo- 
ple. 

France has also accused Libya 
of involvement in the September 
1989 bombing of the UTA plane, 
killing 170 people. 

Libya has denied involvement. 

The United States and Britain 
have demanded that the Libyan 
government hand over the two 
Libyans to stand trial in connec- 
tion with Britain's worst mass 
murder. 

Libya has refused, saying it was 
conducting its own judicial in- 
quiry. Last Friday the United 
States turned down a Libyan in- 
vitation, issued in a television 
interview aired in Britain, to send 
Western judges to Tripoli for the 
trial. 


(Coo tinned on page 3> 


Scrapping of Algerian 
election results possible 


ALGIERS (Abrades) — Elec- 
tion officials Friday assessed the 
option of scrapping results of a 
parliamentary vote won by Isla- 
mic fundamentalists, disclosing 
that challenges had been filed in 
more than 75 per cent of the 
races. 

Tbe challenges, submitted to 
an official review board, could 
give new life to anti- 
fundamentalists, who Thursday 
matched through Algiers chant- 
ing pro-democracy slogans in oik 
of the biggest demonstrations 
since independence from France 
in 1962. Crowd estimates ranged 
from 300,000 to 800.000. 


results have been appealed for at 
least 341 seats contested in last 
week’s first-round vote for the 
430-member parliament, throw- 
ing the overall finish into ques- 
tion. 

If the appeals are upheld, au- 
thorities may be forced to scrap 
some of tbe results of the Dec. 26 
balloting and call a new round of 
at least some elections. 

Tbe vast majority of the 


appeals are against the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), a landslide winner 
last week with 1S8 seats won 
outright, just 28 short of a major- 
ity. 

The fundamentalists are ac- 
cused of intimidation, tricking 
illiterate voters into casting bal- 
lots for their party, and other 
^regularities. 

The FIS is running for most of 
the 199 seats to be decided in a 
run-off vote Jan. 16. It is ex- 
pected to win most of them. 

The front would thus be the 
biggest loser if the Constitutional- 

Council, the hndv a. . 


election, scraps some or al* of 
challenged results. e 

The council has until the end of 
next week to render a verdict. If 
it invalidates results in the Dec 
26 contest, a new round of ewl 
tions could be held within three 
months. ' 

The fundamentalists opnos- 
alcohol consumption, em p w 
ment of women and cn 
educational schools. 
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Middle East News 


Israel gave Syria hint of 
withdrawal — diplomats 


CAIRO (R) — Israel gave Syria a 
guarded hint at recent peace talks 
in Washington that it might con- 
template withdrawing from some 
occupied Arab territory, accord- 
ing to diplomats dose to the 
talks. 

They said that Israel, while 
maintaining publicly that it will 
not give up an inch of land, told 
Syria it accepted that it was in- 
admissable to acquire territory by 
force and that boundaries should 
be settled by negotiation. 

The Syrians “took this as an 
opening through which they 
could drive a truck,” one diplo- 
mat said. Syria's key goal in the 
talks is to recover the Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in the 
1967 war. 

The diplomats said Israelis and 
Palestinians had also come dose 
to resolving the procedural dis- 
pute which kept them arguing in a 
corridor at the State Department 
for six days, unable to agree who 
should sit in which room to start 
negotiations. 

The diplomats said Israel gave 
Syria its bint on withdrawal dur- 
ing a debate in which each side 
explained its interpretation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242, which calls for Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied Arab 
territories and for all states in the 
region to have “secure” and rec- 
ognised boundaries. 

The resolution is the accepted 


basis for the current peace pro- 
cess, launched at a historic con- 
ference in Madrid in October. 

One diplomat said the Israelis 
“did engage with the Syrians to 
try to reach a common interpreta- 
tion of 242.” 

He said the Israeli interpreta- 
tion was that “the concept of 
acquiring territory by force is 
totally rejected,” but that Israel 
was assured of the need for se- 
cure boundaries, which implied 
the need for negotiations over 
territory. 

Whatever agreement was 
reached on frontiers, “it will not 
be acquiring' territory by force 
and therefore it will be legally 
acceptable to everyone.” 

Aiiother diplomat said the 
Israelis “have not made this view 
public, but they dare not.” 

He added that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir “would 
not have entered these negotia- 
tions had he not been prepared in 
principle to return at least a 
certain amount of land under 
certain conditions.” 

Mr. S hamir said a week ago in 
a speech to 3,000 members of his 
Likud Party that the mission of 
Israel's negotiators was to 
achieve peace without giving op 
land. 

The Israeli-Palestinian argu- 
ment revolved around the extent 
to which the Palestinian delega- 



Bashir: Liberalisation 
will heal Sudan economy 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
military leader Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir says his country will not 
rely on foreign aid and that eco- 
nomic liberalisation is the only 
way to solve its problems. 

In an yearend interview with 
the official Sudan News Agency, 

Lieutenant-General Bashir 
pledged his government would 
pat an end io the war-torn and 
famine-stricken country’s econo- 
mic problems by the middle of 
1993. 

He said Sudan, currently sad- 
dled with foreign debt of more 
than $13 billion, had to rely on its 
own resources because foreign 
aid was never guaranteed. 

More than one million people 
in southern Sudan are suffering 
from the effects of drought and 
an eight-year rebellion by the 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA), fighting to end the 
domination of the mainly Christ- 
ian and animist south by the 
Muslim, Arabised north. 

Liberalisation of the economy 
was the only way Sudan’s prob- Omar Hassan AI Bashir 
lems could be solved, Gen. 

Bashir said. Gen. Bashir said one million 

“Some quarters have imagined families, an estimated 10 million 
we will not make it by suspending of Sudan's 20 million people, 
economic assistance to Sudan, would be self-sufficient by the 
but our self-reliance policies have end of a 10-year plan his govern- 
p roved the contrary,” Gen. meat was currently working on. 
Bashir said. He said small farmers were 

Sudan has debts of more than currently receiving subsidies from 
$13 billion, about $2 billion of the Agricultural Bank in a bid to 
them owed to the International “raise their income which will 
Monetary Fund (IMF). reflect in the overall national 

The IMF declared Sudan bank- economy." 
nipt in 1986 and opened the way He said the food gap in Sudan 
for its expulsion in 1990 by de- over the past year had been even 
daring it uncooperative. more serious than in the famine 

Gen. Bashir blamed his econo- year of 1984, but added that 
mic problems on the previous incentive policies for fanners and 
civilian government and warned introduction of irrigation would 
that tariffing them would require help contain shortages, 
uncomfortable austerity mea- Sudan's Agriculture Minister 
sures. Ahmad Geneif said last week this 

He said his government had season’s sorghum production 
taken a number of steps to lessen stood at three million tonnes, 
their impact through the estab- compared with annual reqoire- 
lishment of social security funds meat of 2.4 million tonnes, 
and increasing aid to the poor. The United Nations Food and 
Sudan has devalued its curren- Agriculture Organisation said last 
cy twice since Gen. Bashir took week at least 13 million people in 
power in a bloodless coup in June Sudan and neighbouring Ethiopia 
1989. were facing hunger doe to rivfl 

The government has lifted sub- wars and drought, 
sidies on several commodities, ft said food production rose in 
including sugar and oil, and plans Sudan in 1991 but the two coun- 
to remove subsidies from bread in tries would need 1.5 million ton- 
the next few weeks. nes of food aid in 1992. 





tion would have a separate identi- 
ty in the negotiations. 

The Palestinians are officially 
part of a joint delegation with the 
Jordanians but it was agreed in 
Madrid that there would be sepa- 
rate Palestinian and Jordanian 
“tracks" in the talks. 

In Washington, the Israelis ac- 
cused the Palestinians of wanting 
to have a totally separate delega- 
tion. The Palestinians charged 
the Israelis with backing down on 
the Madrid deal. 

In the end, one diplomat said, 
both rides fetumed to the precise 
formula agreed in Madrid. 

Nabil Shaath, a senior member 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and one of the 
architects of the Palestinian nego- 
tiating position, said: “We came 
very close at the end to defining 
the ground rules.” 

The diplomat said there had 
been “some specific substantive 
progress” in the Israeli-Lebanese 
talks but details were being kept 
secret. 

Diplomatic sources said before 
the Washington talks that the 
United States had suggested an 
Israeli-backed militia should 
hand over the town of Jezzine in 
South Lebanon to the Lebanese 
army as a first step towards a total 
Israeli withdrawal from territory 
on die Lebanese ride of the bor- 
der. 

Turkish 
avalanche 
kills 21 


HAKKARI, Turkey (Agen- 
cies) — Rescue workers dig- 
ging in a village struck by an 
avalanche recovered the 
bodies of three more people, 
raising the number of vic tims 
to 19, a local official said 
Friday. 

The avalanche buried eight 
booses Thursday in the vil- 
lage of Karabey in for south- 
eastern Turkey near the- bor- 
ders with Iraq and Iran. 

Workers uncovered 16 
bodies on Thursday. The loc- 
al official said one villager 
was still missing and that 15 
people were injured. 

Another avalanche killed 
two rescue workers Thursday 
night who were trying to dear 
a road about 50 kilometres 
west of Karabey. 

The region has been in the 
grip of a cold wave accompa- 
nied by heavy snowfall for 
the past two months. Hun- 
dreds of villages in eastern 
Turkey have been cut off. 

Snow drifts of up to four 
metres caused power cuts in 
some parts of the moun- 
tainous eastern and south- 
eastern Turkey. 

Snow blocked roads in the 
Black Sea region, cutting off 
about 1,000 villages. 

Suez Canal traffic cut 

Bad weather farced 13 ships 
heading from the Mediterranean 
to tiie Red Sea to stay outside the 
Suez Canal on Friday, canal au- 
thority sources said. 

They said the ships, including 
seven o3 tankers, were barred 
from transiting the canal because 
of winds up to 45 kilometres per 
hour and waves as high as three 
metres. 

The ships, which will have to 
wait for 24 hours to join the next 
vessels. Fourteen smaller ships 
sailed southwards. 

On Thursday, the captains of 
eight ships refused to sad through 
after officials told them they 
could only go ahead at their own 
risk. 

Canal authority pilots normally 
guide ships through the 195 
kilometre waterway. 
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SEASON FOR ALL: An elderly man poses (bdow) three dx3dmi play in the white expanse of 
for a photo against a the backdrop of snow as a park in Amman (photos by Yousef Al ’ Allan). 


By John Jennings 

The Associated Press 

KABUL — To the Americans 
and the Russians, the cut-off of 
weapons to the warring factions 
in Afghanistan marks die end of 
the superpowers’ last proxy war. 

But the factions in the civil war 
remain heavily armed and far 
apart from a settlement to the 
13-year-old conflict. 

“The fighting will continue. 
Brothers will continue to kill 
brothers,” said Shargha Khan, a 
25-year-old Kabul University stu- 
dent who lost part of his left leg in 
a rocket attack on the capital 
three months ago. 

“Afghanistan was the baby of 
tiie cold war. Now that the cold 
war has ended', nobody cares 
about the baby," Mr. Khan said. 

In December 1979, Moscow 
sent the first of an estimated 
115,000 troops into Afghanistah 
to prop up successive communist 
governments and to help crush a 
growing rebellion among the tra- 
ditional, independent-minded 
Muslims in the countryside. 

The United States and its allies 
poured in more than $2 billion in 
weapons, ammunition and sup- 
plies to the Mujahedeen. 

It would be tbe deadliest and 
costliest conflict of 1980s. At least 
L5 million Afghans are dead, 
more than three million maimed 
and more than five milli on — 
one-third of tins country’s pre- 
war population — living in exile. 

More than 13,000 Soviet sol- 
diers also died. Under a U.N.- 
sponsored accord, the Kremlin 
withdrew the last troops in Febru- 
ary 1989. 

Moscow and Washington con- 
tinned to arm their clients, but 
neither side proved capable of 
winning an outright military vic- 
tory. 

Washington and Moscow 
agreed in mid-1991 to stop all 
arms shipments byJan. 1 and give 


their clients what they had been 
demanding for years — to be left 
alone to decide Afghanistan’s fu- 
ture among themselves. 

“We have been asking for this. 
Both sides should stop interfering 
in our internal affaire. This will 
help us solve the Afghan prob- 
lem," said Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar, tbe most hardline of the seven 
rebel leaders who have headquar- 
ters in neighboaring Pakistan and 
the most determined to set up an 
Islamic government in Kabul. 

Tbe weapons shipments actual- 
ly stopped weeks before the Jan. 
1 deadline. Washington delivered 
the last arms shipment to rebels 
in October, while Moscow sent in 
tiie last giant plane load two 
weeks ago. 

Bnt neither side is short of 
firepower. Both President Na- 
jibullab’s government and the re- 
bels have enough arms and 
ammunition to keep fighting for 
two more years. 

Saudi Arabia, Iran and Pakis- 
tan are not bound by the U.S.- 
Soviet agreement to stop supplies 
to the rebels and most observers 
are convinced they would not. 
Riyadh, Tehran and Islamabad 
continoe to support their 
favourite parties that are sym- 
pathetic to their individua] in- 
terests and support their quests to 
become the dominant power in 
tbe region. 

If tbe rebels continue to receive 
weapons, members of the Kabul 
government say they will have no 
choice but to look for other sup- 
pliers. 

The most likely would be In- 
dia, the only democratic country 
to recognise the communist gov- 
ernment that seized power in an 
April 1978 coup and a faithful ally 
since. 

Diplomatic sources speaking 
on condition of anonymity say 
China also has secretly offered to 
sell arms to President Najibul- 
lah’s government. Beijing sup- 


ported the Mujahedeen through- 
out the Soviet occupation but 
now fear the Afghan radicals 
might one day try to strip up 
trouble in Chma’s western pro- 
vinces. 

Mr. Najibullah, the former sec- 
ret police chief who was installed 
by the Soviets as president in 
1986, wouldn’t say what hell do if 
the rebels continue to receive 
arms. He, instead, prefers to talk 
about peace and has offered to 
negotiate with his opponents any- 
where, anytime and any place. 

"This government has demons- 
trated enormous concessious and 
flexibility,” said Mr. Najibullah 
in an interview with tiie Associ- 
ated Press. “We have relin- 
quished tbe monopoly on power 
and developed a proposal for a 
coalition government. What has 
the other side offered?” 

Although the rebels have been 
holding secret talks with tbe gov- 
ernment for years, they refuse to 
sit at the negotiating table with 
Mr. Najibullah and insist peace 
wiQ come only when he resigns. 

But most observers, including 
the Americans, contend Mr. Na- 
jibullah’s resignation could cause 
a bloodbath because there is no 
one capable of taking power. 

Tbe rebel leaders are them- 
selves hopelessly divided, equally 
ambitious and considered by 
most Afghans to be just as un- 
acceptable as Mr.NajibulIah. 

More and more, Afghans are 
looking to Zaher Shah, tbe 77- 
year-old former long who was 
' overthrown while in Italy in 1973 
and has lived in a Roman village 
ever since. 

So for, be has showed no in- 
clination to return to his war- 
weary country. 

“Tbe problem with Afghanis- 
tan is that everyone wants to be 
king but the king himself,” said 
one European diplomat, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 
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U.N. mediating team 

arrives in Mogadishu 



NAIROBI (AP) — A U.N. team 
arrived in Somalia’s war-ravaged 
capital Friday to seek an end to 
seven weeks of brutal dan fight- 
ing. 

James Jonah, the U.N. under- 
secretary for African affairs, led 
the five-member team that flew 
to Mogadishu from Nairobi. The 
team included two representa- 
tives each from the Rome-based 
World Food Programme and tbe 
United Nations Childrens Fund 
(UNICEF). 

UNICEF spokesman Carlton 
James said the team landed in 
Mogadishu without incident and 
immediately began talks with 
General Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed. chairman of tbe United 
Somali Congress (USC), who 
controls the southern part of 
Mogadishu. 

Mr. Jonah was later to travel 
by road to northern Mogadishu 
for talks with] President Ali 
Mabdl Mo hammad 

Forces loyal to the two leaders 
have been locked in a vicious 
struggle for control of the seaside 
capital since Nov. 17. 

Mr. James said Mr. Jonah also 
was seeking guarantees from the 
warring factions that they would 
allow relief workers to freely care 
for tiie wounded and the hungry. 

Medical supplies, food and fuel 
have been in short supply and 
constant artillery and mortar 
shelling has hampered the dis- 
tribution of tbe little that huma- 
nitarian organisations have man- 
aged to deliver to the devastated 
city. 

Last month, two workers of the 


International Committee of 
Red Cross were killed white do- 
tribating food to the city’s four 


The United Nations says op to 
20,000 people have been Icilltd or 
wounded hr. fbc fightiug, mottiv 
women and children. 

The handful' of international 
humanit arian groups which have 
maintained workers hi Moga- 
dishu put the figure somewhat 
tower, estimating between 5.000 
asd 6,000 dead and 8,000 wound- 
ed. 

Former U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Javier Perez de Cuellar 
assigned Mr. Jonah to the peace 
mission Dec. 28, a .month after 
the fighting began. 

The U.S. State Department, 
among others, hadcrssc^ed the 
United Natioos fbr as dday in 
seeking an end to the war that 
even Mr. Perez de Cuellar de- 
scribed as “a nightmare of vio- 
lence.” f 

UNICEF, the last U.N. agency 
in Mogadishu, relocated to 
Nairobi in September, when the 
power struggle between Gen. 
Aideed and Mr. Ah Mabdi first 
erupted into three days fighting. 

A truce arranged by dan elders 
collapsed after one month. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar ordered 
UNICEF back into the city in late 
December and it has maintained 
a four-member team there for a 
fittie over a week. 

The congress chased President 
Mohammad Siad Barre from 
Mogadishu in January following a 
month of fighting that left much 
of the city m ruins. 


U.S. probes possible Israeli 
bribery bid over jet sales 


U.S.-Soviet aid ends, but arms 
still plentiful for Afghan war 


CLEVELAND (AP)— The U.S. 
government has been investigat- 
ing attempts by Israeli military 
officers to solicit bribes from 
American companies selling 
military hardware to the Jewish 
state, a newspaper reported Fri- 
day. 

The plain dealer said it had 
obtained court documents outlin- 
ing “a massive criminal fraud 
investigation into sale of General 
Electric (GE) Co. jet engines .to' 
tiie Israeli air force.” 

GE ffisdosed in 1990 that it was 
investigating the bribery allega- 
tions. AC Che time, Israel had 
announced that prosecutors had 
agreed to a plea bargain by a 
senior Israeli air force officer 
accused of accepting millions of 
dollars in bribes while purchasing 
U.S.-made military equipment. 

According to the paper, the 
alleged fraud was part of a broad- 
er scheme by unnamed Israeli air 
force officers seeking bribes from 
GE and other American military 
contractors. 

Hie investigation started in late 
1990, according to sealed docu- 
ments filed last year by Justice 
Department lawyers in Cincinnati 


federal court and obtained by the . 
paper this week. | 

According to the documents, I 
the criminal inquiry involves tbe [ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation! • 
(FBI), the Defence Criminal In- 
vestigative Service and tbe Inter- 
nal Revenue Service (IRS). Tbe 
State Department has been en- 
listed to obtain cooperation from - 
Israeli authorities and Switzer- 
land, where money has been 
'.Ifxaced to Swiss banks. - 
■ jf J “Available evidence indicates - 
that General Electric aircraft en- 
gines may have engaged in a 
fraud tftasr was part of a broader _ 
scheme by certain Israeli air force . 
officials to solicit bribes from 
U.S. companies, asd to diver ( 
foreign military sales funds of 
unauthorised uses," Shelley R. 
Slade, a lawyer in tbe Justice - 
Department’s co m mercial litiga- - 
tion branch, said in a previously 
sealed court document. 

Bruce Bunch, a spokesman at . 
GE’s corporate headquarters in 
Fairfield, Connecticut, told tbe 
paper that the company acted - 
quickly to notify U.S. authorities 
of “concerns" about its jet engine - 
sales to Israel. 


Cyprus protests Turkish 
minister’s visit to north 


NICOSIA ( AP) — Turkish Fore- 
ign Minister HOcmet Cetin ar- 
rived in Turkish-occupied north- 
ern Cyprus Friday, promoting a 
formal protest to the United Na- 
tions by the Cyprus government. 

Government spokesman Afcis 
Fantis said the protest was made 
both directly to the U.N. 
secretary-general and to the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Gotrndl. 

Speaking to reporters on arriv- 
al at Ere an airport, in the 
Turkish-controlled north, Mr. 
Cetin reaffirmed Turkey’s sup- 
port for the Turkish Cypriots. 

Mr. Cetin became the first 
high-ranking Turkish official to 
visit tbe north since the establish- 
ment of a new Turkish govern- 
ment following last Goober’s 
elections. 

He told reporters at Ercan that 


there would be no policy changes 
regarding the Cyprus issue under 
Turkey’s new coalition govern- 
ment led by Premier Suleyman 
DcmireL 

Cyprus has been divided since 
1974 when an Athens-backed 
coup by Greek Cypriot suppor- 
ters of union with Greece prompy 
ted a Turkish invasion, r 

Mr. Cetin said a solution to the 
Cyprus problem could be found 
only if it was accepted that Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots 
enjoyed equal political rights. 

Kenan Atakol. the foreign 
minister of tbe break-away Tur- 
kish Cypriot state established in , 
tbe Turkish-occupied region, also ! 
said that there would be no peace 
on the island until self- 
determination and sovereignty 
rights of the Turkish Cypriots 
were recognised. 
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King stresses importance of 
multOaterals, calls for 
united Arab stand 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 

- King Hussein Thursday said that 
- ftp multilateral talks are of great 

importance, maybe even more 
•• important in terms of attendance 
aa^partidpaticra than the inter- 
national peace conference that 
Jordan has been calling for during 
. the last two years. 

A large number of countries 
win take part in this conference, 
the; King said, and it may be 
posable to discuss issues pertain- 
ing to Arab ritccnship and the 
Palestinian citizens and their 
lights.. 

There' are many things Him 

- need to be addressed, particularly 

. when it comes to details of the 
talla, -the King said. He pointed 
out that Jordan was discussing 
with other Arab nations all mngj 
of interest and voiced hope that 
the .outcome would be good. 

Answering a question whether 
a pan-Arab meeting will be held 
prior to the beginning of multi- 
lateral talks, the King said: 
“Should the opportunity arise, 
we would be ready. We are advo- 
cates of meetings and inter-Arab 
cooperation in all circumstances 
and cases,” be said. 

The King added that “we have 
called for such a meeting, but 
. meet with whom?” 

’ H other Arab nations want 
such a meeting. Jordan will par- 
ticipate because it has been call- 
ing for top-level meetings even 
before the Madrid peace confer- 
ence and the Washington talks, 
be said. 

Asked whether there is a rela- 
tion between the bilaterals and 
mutlilaterals, tire King said be 
doesn't think so. However, be 
noted, the Washington b ilatera ls 
are the starting point. 

“Let's wait and see what the 
results of the second round of 
talks are,” the King said. 

He pointed out that the Jorda- 
nian delegation to the bilateral 
talks will soon leave to pursue the 
talks in Washington and voiced 
hope that results will be positive. 

“We have said more than once 
that, we are peace-seekers, but we 
seek a just and honourable peace 


which the future generations win 
accept and safeguard,” he said. 

“These are the limits of our 
move and we mil continue to 
work to achieve t his lrinrf of just 
peace that ensures the restoration 
of rights to their owners in this 
region and the whole world.” 

The King voiced hope that the 
Arab World would advance in 
that direction and that Jordan 
would become an example for its 
Arab brothers. 

The King pointed out that Jor- 
dan is working to achieve inter- 

Arab integration and cooperation 
on the baas of full respect by 
Arab nations for each other and 
inter-Arab cooperation to 
achieve the welfare of all peoples. 

“We lived the last year, the 
year of shocks, and saw the pic- 
ture of the world changing so 
quickly that no one would expect. 

I believe that we have a scope and 
new givings for work and recon- 
struction,” be said. 

The King added that Jordan 
has witnessed the end of dicta- 
torship, autocracy, one-party rule 
and politicised armed forces. It 
has entered the era of democracy 
and responsibility sharing, be 
said. 

“Our country, praise be to 
God, is much bigger than its 
geographic area thanlcs to our 
achievements and to the' public 
participation, winch God willing, 
will turn our country into a good 
example,” be said. 

Asked about inter-Arab coor- 
dination prior to die multilateral 
talks, the King said “we have 
from the very beginning called for 
such coordination and we do not 
believe that what has been done 
so far is what we wished.” The 
King pointed out that coordina- 
tion means that Arab brothers 
should work together to crystal- 
lise a certain policy to be agreed 
upon by all parties concerned. 
The King said that coordination is 
still way below what Jordan was 
expecting and this places addi- 
tional responsibilities on the 
Kingdom to achieve the desired 
coordination. 


King wishes Arab 
leaders happy new year 


AMMANfPetra)- — His Majesty- 
King Hussein Thursday called Sy- 
rian President Hafez Assad to 
congratulate him on the new year 
and wished him coptinuf’d good 
health and happiness and the 
Syrian people further progress 
and prosperity. 

, The King also exchanged views 
with Present Assad on a num- 
ber of inter-Arab issues and mat- 
ters of mutual concern, including 
the peace process. 

Also Thursday, King Hussein 
received a telephone call from 


Sudanese President-Onaar Hassan 
Al- .-Bashir,; who : congratulated 
him on the new year. =’• 

King Hussein and President 
Bashir also exchanged views on 
inter-Arab issues. 

In another telephone call. King 
Hussein wished Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh con- 
tinued good health and happiness . 
and the Yemeni people further 
progress and p ros p erit y and con- 
gratulated them on the new year. 
The King and President Saleh 
also exchanged views on a num- 
ber of inter-Arab affairs. 


Tawjihi exams delayed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As expected, 
in view of the prevailing severe 
weather conditions, the Ministry 
of Education announced the post- 
ponement of the tawjihi examina- 
tions for the mid-year term until * 
Monday. 

A total of 73,176 male and 
female students were affected by 
the delay of the examinations, 
which were originally scheduled 
for Thursday, as a result of the 
snow fall in roost parts of the 
country and the disruption of 
lines of communications. 

The 11-day examination ses- 
sion, now scheduled to end by 
Jan. 16, will be taken by students 


in the literary, scientific, com- 
mercial. agricultural, industrial, 
hotel management and nursing 
streams. Students will sit in 971 
examination halls and will be 
supervised by some 9,700 male 
and female teachers. 

The announcement for. the 
postponement of the examina- 
tions was made by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Educa- 
tion Thouqan Hmdawi. 

The administrations of most 
Jordanian universities and com- 
munity colleges made similar 
announcements to their students, 
noting that all examinations will 
now start Monday. 


Cardinal of New York to 
arrive in Jordan today 

- AMMAN (J.T.) — John O'Con- Tunes. 

nor, the Roman Catholic Cardin- He said that the Cardinal, who 
al of New York, is due in Jordan will be arriving Saturday from 
today on a two-day visit for dis- Egypt, will discuss the situation in 
cossnos on the situation in the the region with King Hussein 
Middle East region with His before continuing his trip, which 
Majesty King H ossein and other will also take him to Syria, Leba- 
offidals. non and Israel. 

According to Jordan Caritas The Cardinal, according to 
Director Father Moosa Adeli, the . Father Adeli, is making the trip 
Cawfiirml wd pay a visit to the in his capacity as president of the 
r ~ Jordan Caritas Main Centre in Catholic Near East Welfare 
Amman to inspect its activities Association (CNEWA), which 
and humanitarian services to offers humanitarian services to 
needy Jordanians and ’Palesti- the people of the area iirespec- 
dode as well as the Iraqi families five of their faith, origin and 
sffi in Iordan. affiliation or colour. Father Adeli 

' .'. The Cardinal, who is making noted that the Cardinal will assess 
■ trip to Jordan in the course of a some of the activities and tin: 

. Middle Eastern torn, will • be current needs of the region where 
briefed' <m the humanitarian his organisations is able to contri- 
Mostance offered by Jordan is bute. 

; general and Jordan Caritas in The Cardinal, who made a trip 
1 pvtica& tQ nearly one million to Jordan in 1987, is going to 
evvatts, tte 300,000 Jordanian Rome following his tour in the 
’ ' aid' Palestinian expatriates and region for a meeting with his 
‘ 153,006 Iraqis who tied die war Holiness John Paul II, said 
m tfce Gulf following the Father Adeli. Following his visit 
*' grtfcptft'of the Golf crisis, here, the Cardinal is going to the 
: Fafi^.Mnasa toM the Jordan occupied West Bank. 
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As Hk Mqjerty King Hussein confers with advisors on rescue and dean np operations, Jordanians tried to rf— l with the odd and the heavy snowfall of the last three days (Photos by Yousef Al ’AEfon' 

As storm breaks up, Kingdom 
begins to recover, survey dama 



By Elia NasraOah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The cold front 
which affected Jordan over the 
past three days has ended but 
the Kingdom will re main under 
the effect of very cold winds 
blowing from the polar regions 
Saturday with isolated showers 
of rain felling in the northern 
and central regions, the De- 
partment of Meteorology 
announced Friday. 

A department spokesman 
told the Jordan Times that the 
southern regions of Jordan 
were still receiving snow and 
rain, but the depression was 
phasing out and no others were 
expected until next Monday. 

The official said that in 
Tafileh snow was two metres 
deep while in Sbobak it was 
estimated to be one and a half 
metres. 

Although die storm is over, 
the country will be affected by 
frost and sleet in the next two 
days until the snow has melted, 
the official said. He added that 
while temperatures drop to be- 


low zero ax night they could 
reach 8* Celsius Saturday. 

The snow storm and the 
rains of the past three days 
brought a blessing to Jordan, 
with its dam and underground 
reservoirs being replenished. - 
according to Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) Secretary 
Genera] Abdul Aziz Wishah. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that by noon Friday there were 
an estimated 61 million cubic 
metres of water in the King 
Talal Dam. The dam could 
reach its 85 million cubic metre 
capacity once the snow has 
melted, he said. 

As to the other dams, Dr. 
Wishah said that the Wadi Al 
Arab Dam has 8.2 million 
cubic metres, half of its capac- 
ity, while the Sharhabil Dam 
has 1.6 million cubic metres. 
He said the Wadi Shueib and 
Kafrain dams, which have 2.5 
and 3.5 million cubic metres 
respectively, are full. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has been in constant touch with 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) and the Civil De- 


fence Department (CDD) giv- 
ing directives about assistance 
to the public. 

On Friday, the King called 
CDD Director Afif Al Ghoul 
to inquire about the situation 
and the measures being taken 
by his teams around the clock 
to offer rescue and other vital 
services to the public. King 
Hussein voiced his satisfaction 
with the various services. 

Also Friday, King Hussein 
called Major-General Abdul 
Rahman Al Udwan, acting 
PSD director, to express his 
deep satisfaction with the level 
of services offered to the public 
in cooperation with other gov- 
ernment departments. He later 
called Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb to express similar senti- 
ments. 

King Hussein Thursday vi- 
sited the Prime Ministry and 
discussed with Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
other ministers the current 
level of services offered by 
government agencies to the 
public in various regions. King 
Hussein heard a briefing on 


services being carried out and 
was reassured about the supply 
and fuel situation in Jordan. 

Based on a directive from 
the King, the Armed Forces 
sent equipment to the south to 
help clear roads, Petra said. 

Present at the meeting was 
Chief of the Royal Court 
Adnan Abu Odeh, Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber, 
Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ibrahim Izze- 
din. Minister of State Jamal Al 
Khreisha and Dr. Abdul Sal am 
Al Majali, head of the 
Jordanian-Paiestinian joint de- 
legation to the Middle East 
peace talks in Washington. 

For his part, the Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er Friday followed up his in- 
structions lo the various con- 
cerned departments to inten- 
sify their efforts and offer the 
best services especially to the 
people in the governorates of 
Tafileh. Ma’an, Karak, Jerash 
and Ajloun. where the blizzard 
was been most severe. 

According to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, electric- 


ity and telephone communica- 
tions were disrupted in some of 
these regions. Petra did not 
report any casualties as a result 
of the storm. 

Al Ra’i Arabic daily Friday 
quoted the CDD as reporting 
the- deaths of five people in 
Tafileh Governorate as a result 
of the weather conditions. The 
report said that three otheis 
had been reported missing but 
were later rescued by the CDD 
team. It said that the CDD and 
Armed Forces, which were in- 
volved in reopening roads and 
rescuing people besieged by- 
snow or floods, have rescued 
400 citizens and offered treat- 
ment to 249 others injured in 
the storm. The CDD also put 
out 28 fires in various governo- 
rates, the report noted. 

The CDD and the PSD re- 
ported numerous billy roads 
dosed as well as main roads 
linking towns in the Ajioun- 
Jerash area in the north and 
the Tafileh-Ma'an regions in 
the south. 

In Aqaba, the Coast Guard 
was reported to have rescued 


400 passengers on board a pas- ! 
senger ship employed to com- • 
mute travellers from Aqaba to 
Sinai. The ship was reported r .r- 
have listed as a result of . 
severe winds 2 nd storm am. • 
was in danger of breaking ur 
after hitting the coral reefs c.z 
the bottom of the Red Svi . 
coast. No casualties were im- 
ported. 

Jordan Television shorn:. . 
viewers scenes of Bedouin ■ 
tents in the southern regie--. ■ 
completely cut off by the snow 
from the rest of the towns 
villages. The CDD moved the • 
Bedouins with their nnimzb : 
and tents to safer areas. 

The Queen Alia intern aticr.- ; 
al Airport was reopened after a • 
temporary closure due to the : 
snow and aircrafts were land- 
ing and taking off on sched'-L 
Friday. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Fayez Al Khasawneh express- 
ed hope that the agricuittn:.! 
season this year will be e::ce ! .- ; 
lent following several Years o." 
drought which adversely 
affected production. 
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Telephone fees increase to 
help lower budget deficit 


By a Jordan THaes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
has increased charges for in- 
stallations as well as subscrip- 
tion for telephones to take 
immediate effect as part of its 
efforts to reduce the budget 
deficit. 

An official statement said 
the installation charge for tele- 
phone fines to be installed at 
homes was raised to JD 125 
from JD 100 per fine and at 
offices to JD 250 from JD 200. 
Subscription charges were 
raised to JD 28 from JD 24. 

The charges do not include 
telephone sets, which the sub- 
scriber has to buy separately 
from the market. 

Installation charges for 
mobile telephones — in cars — 
were raised to JD 1,500 from 
JD 1,000 and subscription was 
raised to JD 700 from JD 500. 

The raise comes in fine with 
the government's efforts to re- 
duce the budget deficit, esti- 
mated at JD 107 million for 
1992. 

Officials have said that the 
government was also consider- 
ing plans to increase long- 
distance telephone calls to cer- 
tain destinations. Further de- 
tails were not immediately 
available. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daxteh told the Lower House of 
Parliament last week that the 
government intended to raise 
certain prices. 

He said the government had 


shouldered the cost of setting 
up telecommunications pro- 
jects and of maintaining and 
operating them. The charges 
that are levied by the Telecom- 
munication Corporation 
(TCC) were low, be said. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the gov- 
ernment believed that the TCC 
should get a certain margin of 
profit from the corporation’s 
operations. 

Only high-income gronps 
benefit from the operations 
that the government has sing- 
led out and, therefore, any 
increase in the cost of such 
services will not hart the com- 
mon man, the mi nister told the 
Lower 'House. 

Faced with increasing de- 
mands but lack of resources, 
the TCC is also , discussing 
schemes to involve private sec- 
tor capital and revive shelved 
projects envisaged under the 
1988-92 National Development 
Plan. 

Under the scheme, the pri- 
vate sector is invited to invest 
in ‘“revenue-sharing schemes” 
involving various TCC projects 
on the basis of specific agree- 
ments. Investors will get their 
money back along with profits 
throughout a certain agreed- 
upon period of the life-span of 
me project, which will then be 
transferred to complete TCC 
ownership. 

“It is a semi-privatisation 
scheme,” noted an economist. 
“The marked difference is that 
the projects will ultimately be 
totally TCC-owned although 


initial investment will not come 
from the corporation.” 

According to the TCC, the 
proffered “build-operate- 
transfer” projects were in- 
corporated into the 1988-1992 
five-year plan after they were 
found financially viable, but 
had to be shelved in early 1989 
due to the economic difficulties 
which hit Jordan. 

Initial plans called for 
240,000 additional telephone 
lines in the Kingdom. Subse- 
quently, the target was scaled 
down in the face of lack of 
funds and then the plans were 
cancelled altogether after ten- 
ders were issued in 1988. 

Discussions on some of the 
specific projects covered in the 
plans are believed to be prog- 
ressing well. Few definite de- 
tails were available. 

Studies undertaken by 
SwedteJ, a consultant, and 
appraised- by the World Bank 
had established that these pro- 
jects would fetch a minimum of 
25 per cent return on invest- 
ments. 

The TCC says it will wel- 
come a company or consortium 
to undertake the implementation 
of the projects and specifically 
mentions Mafiraq and Maan as 
two immediate “best-suited” 
areas. In both governorates, 
existing TCC networks and 
equipment are outdated and 
need complete replacement. 

Other projects that are open 
under the TCC scheme indude 
cellular module telephones, 
paging systems and pocket 
switching data network. 


Jordanians head for Washington 


Sudanese trade fair to open today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sudan wfl] 
open its first ever trade fair in 
Amman Wednesday to promote 
trade between Jordan and Sudan. 

A statement noted that the 
fair, which is in observance- of 
Sudan's 36th independence, 
anniversary, is aimed at promot- 


ing Sudan ese-Jordani an trade 
finks. 

The mam features of the fair 
will be agricultural and the items 
on display include Sudan’s lives- 
tock and agricultural production, 
said the embassy statement. It 
said that the commodities on 


display to be sold in retail or 
wholesale deals include leather 
and various legumes and fruits 
produced in Sudan together with 
a variety of Siufaneflff handicra fts 

The statement said that the fair 
win continue for one week. 


(Continued from page 1) 

some progress was achieved on 
the bilateral front. 

Jordan has always stressed that 
the muhOaterals are of such im- 
portance that they could bring in 
progress in the bilaterals. 

“The multilateral talks are very 
important,” King Hussein said. 
“Some of our brothers might 
have some notes on them but I 
believe the talks, as for partici- 
pants, are more comprehensive 
than the international conference 
we. have always called for.” 

The King said that Jordan was 
ready to attend any Arab coor- 
dination meeting before going to 
tiie multilateral talks. 

Earlier on Thursday, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
held talks with the head of the 
Political Department of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Farouq Kaddoumi. 

The talks were attended by the 
Royal Court Chief Adnan Abu 
Odeh, Foreign Minister Abu 
Jaber, Dr. Majali, Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Ibrahim Izzeddine and on the 
Palestinian side by Palestine 
Ambassador in Amman Al Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim . 

The two sides agreed to inten- 
sify contacts with other Arab 
parties to reach the highest de- 
gree of coordination in the com- 


ing stage, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, reported. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said after the 
meeting that the PLO insisted 
that it be invited to the multilater- 
al talks. 

He said the PLO had no objec- 
tion to bolding the talks in Mos- 
cow but said there must be coor- 
dination “among the Arab parties 
to remove fears seen by some.” 

He called for a meeting of the 
foreign ministers of the Arab 
states participating in the talks. 
He also urged the U.S. to resume 
its suspended dialogue with the 
PLO. 

Mr. Kaddoumi left for Syria 
Friday for coordination and is 
expected back in Amman in two 
days. 

In Tunis, Yasser Abd Rabbo. 
advisor to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, said the expulsion of 12 
Palesti n i an s from the occupied 
territories was a “strong blow to 
peace efforts.” 

“The Israeli decision is a flag- 
rant violation of the Geneva Con- 
vention and a challenge to U.N. 
Security Council resolutions on 
expulsions,” Mr. Abd Rabbo 
said. 

He called on the U.S. adminis- 
tration and the European Com- 
munity to put an end to “Israel’s 
sabotage efforts.” 


West said to drop Libya plans 


(Continued from page I) 

Libyan Foreign Minister Ibra- 
him Mohammad Beshatr called in 
foreign diplomats in Tripoli on 
Thursday and told them his coun- 
try was “ready to cooperate to dear 
the truth without affecting its 
sovereignty or its laws." 

The Egyptian sources said the 
allies would take the issue to the 
Security Council to seek a resolu- 
tion calling on Libya to respond 
ro the terrorism charges. 

U.S. officials had cited a ban 
on air traffic with Libya and an 
eventual oil embargo as possibili- 
ties. 

The Washington Post Friday 
quoted diplomatic sources as 
saying the allies had retreated 
from a push for new sanctions 


“after concluding that the 15- 
member Security Council would 
not agree to such steps.” 

“The watered-down approach 
is expected to be embodied in a 
Britain-sponsored resolution that 
probably will be presented to the 
council next week," the report 
said. 

President George Bush signed 
a decree on Dec. 26 renewing 
U.S. economic sanctions against 
Libya, including a freeze on Li- 
byan assets and a ban on the use 
of U.S. dollar assets to finance 
dealings with Libya. 

The United States impossed 
the sanctions in 1986 after 30 
people were killed in attacks on 
Rome and Vienna airport. 


PaEestmiasis freeze 

(Continued from page 1) 

in the West Bank town of 
Bireh, G hassan Mohamrr.-.: 
Suleiman Jarrar of R3mallah ir. 
the west Bank; Hassan Abdalia/ 
Hassan Shaaban of Rifaat near 
Ram all ah; Ali Fares Hassan Khc.- 
tib of Ramalah, Omar Nimtr: 
Abdul Rahman Safi of Rama liar ; 
Rafat Otoraan Ali Najar of Khar. 
Younis in the Gaza Strip; Ahm: i 
Hassan Abdallah Abu Sif of De> ' 
Al Balah in the Gaza Strip; Aha? 
Mohammad Ali Ai Ash gar c-t 
Gaza; Marouan Hassan Afanrc 
of Gaza; Sami Atte Abu Sambae- 
□a of Rafah in the Gaza Strip: 
Ahmad Mohammad Nimar of 
Khan Younis; and Kazar A?::. 
Khader Mehgez of the Jabalivi 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip. 

The daily Maariv quoted i. 
senior Israeli military source zj 
saying the expulsion decision war. 
political, badly timed and likely 
to "cause serious reactions in the 
United States.” 

It was unusual for a military 
figure to let himself be quoted, 
even anonymously, as criticising a 
decision taken at the politico’ 
level. 

Maariv also said that it was 
unprecedented for expulsions to 
be publicly announced before the 
.orders were handed to their reci- 
pients. 

It said this was done to appeas : 
right-wingers in the coalition gov- 
ernment who had threatened cc. 
to back Mr. Shamir in blocking 
an electoral reform bill Thursday 

• government had already 
risked the wrath of the right- 7 /ir^ 
by expelling settlers who fczj 
moved into caravans at the plac • 
in the Gaza Strip where a settler 
was killed Wednesday 

M*mv said that following foc- 
sucb killings sinoe the peace tail-; 
began in October, Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens pressed 
for a larger than usual expulsion' 

Israel has ousted 67 Palesti- 
nians i since the uprising agsins* 
Israeli rule began four years ago 
But only once in this period did i* 
or i e . r 12 fxpatoons in one batch.' 

Th *^ n!ted ‘ States has 
appealed to Israel to stop the 
expulsion policy, saying Uhan^ 
peace efforts and violates inter^ 
bona I law. ■***• 
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lugging the drains 


PRICES OF services provided by the public sector 
will continue to increase, simply because the 
public sector is inefficient and can only cover its 
inefficiency by increasing the fees it requires for 
these services. 

On Wednesday the government increased tele- 
phone installation and subscription charges by 25 
to 50 per cent. This followed a statement made by 
the finan ce minister, Mr. Basel Jardaneh, at 
Parliament while defending his fiscal budget fa? 
1992. He said that the government charges peopfe 
for capital investment, running costs and depre- 
dation. The minister added that he did not mind if 
the Telecommunications Corporation also made 
some profit. This should not be the case. Govern- 
ments, in the first place, should not be in the 
business of making profit while providing “ser- 
vices.” Bat the government is in the business of 
subsidising almost everything. Mr. Jardaneh him- 
self criticised the practice of the Treasury sub- 
sidising municipal councils which are exclusively 
m the red. He said that the practice had not 
helped the councils and only drained the Treas- 
ury. Bat this is exactly why the bureaucrats 
always manage to devise some sort of new taxes, 
disguised as fees and indirect taxes. These and 
other taxes are bong devoured by an over-inflated 
dvil service that is, by any conservative estimate, 
only half as efficient as it should be. 

The Telecommunications Corporation - and 
other similar institutions that are draining the 
Treasury have long been nominated for privatisa- 
tion, but no concrete move in that direction has 
been made. The whole socialist system has col- 
lapsed bat our “socialist” institutions are still 
holding steadfast. In fact, ministries like the 
Ministry of Supply are vying even for more 
control. Does this go along with the spirit of 
democracy, modernisation and liberalisation? 
Does it go with His Majesty King Hussein’s call on 
the government to reform the public sector? We 
do not believe so. We believe that increasing taxes 
will only burden the people and limit productivity. 
The government should have opened with a bold 
move, long overdue, by catting down its dvil 
service spending which has been allocated 25 per 
cent of the total 1992 budget. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Friday echoed King Hussein’s statement reflecting 
Jordan’s stand with regard the establishment of peace in the 
region and said that in his statement to the press Thursday the 
King has pledged to continue working with all his might for the 
achievement of a durable peace. The King said that Jordan has 
strong commitment to honour both to the Palestinians and die 
other Arab countries and therefore Jordan would be intensifying 
its consultations and coordination in the coming stage to achieve 
the aspired goal, said the daily. The paper also underlined the 
need for solidarity among Arab states at this stage and echoed 
King Hussein’s words that Jordan would set a good example for 
the other Arab states in spearheading efforts to end differences 
among Arab countries. Now that the world is disposing of the 
one-party and totalitarian rale, the paper said Jordan like other 
democratic nations, hopes to see a better world where peace and 
stability prevail and where democracy reigns supreme. The 
paper also referred to the King's concern with the general 
conditions of the public in the wake of the snowstorm and said 
that the leader has always led the government’s efforts, over the 
years, towards offering services and helping meet needs of his 
people under such severe conditions. 


While the U.S. State Department was announcing arrangements 
for resuming the Arab-lsraeli negotiations in Washington, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir was announcing that his govern- 
ment would cal] for early general elections simply to abort the 
peace negotiations, said A1 Dostum* daily. There is no doubt that 
tiie Israeli prime minister is trying to gain more time with these 
elections and to manoeuver because be does not want such 
negotiations to achieve any success, said the paper. It goes 
without saying that the American administration realises too well 
the Israeli manoeuver .and Mr. Shamir's underhand dealings and 
the Arabs are expecting appropriate reactions in reply and to 
prevent the peace negotiations from collapsing, the paper 
continued. It said that all the concerned parties should pursue 
efforts towards convening the peace conference and malting 
arrangements for Israel to abide by the U.N. resolutions. The 
paper urged the cosponsors of the peace negotiations to continue 
their endeavours at all levels to make their diplomacy successful 
and it said they can exercise diplomatic, economic, financial and 
other pressures on the Jewish state to achieve that goal. There is 
no doubt, added the paper, that for peace to be established, the 
world community should ensure Israel's compliance with the 
international legitimacy and the requirements of peace in imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security Council resolutions. 


Clash of environment and 


economics looms at 1992 earth summit 


By Catherine Arnst 
Reuter 


LONDON — After another year 
of worsening pollution and ecolo- 
gical crises, global attention will 
be focused in 1992 on a massive 
“earth summit" whose goal is 
nothing less than a treaty to save 
the world. 

But the run-up to the summit, 
to be held next June in Rio de 
Janeiro, is already showing the 
event is as much about economics 
as the environment. 

Green groups, politicians and 
business executives alike all say 
the problem is: who will pay to 
clean up the environment in a 
world gripped by recession and 
faced with dwindling resources? 

Months of behind-the-scenes 


negotiations and public meetings 
keep stumbling over the North- 
South divide — the clash between 
heavily polluting developed na- 


mes, led by India, are demanding 
that the northern countries pro- 
vide huge amounts of aid. easy 
access to technology and debt 


ited States, has neither the money 
nor the political will to offer such 
aid. 


“The. United States is the angle 
most destructive influence block- 
ing progress,” on die earth sum- 
mit, said Jonathon Porritt. for- 
mer bead of Friends of the Earth. 
That view is echoed time and- 
again by environmentalists. 

Both sides of the debate agree 
that economic progress in the 
Third World must not be sacri- 
ficed to ecological correctness. 
That is why the underlying tbe 
theme of the summit is “sustain- 
able development” — industrial 
progress that does not abuse the 
environment . 

Consequently, summit organis- 
ers are treating business leaders 
and industrial groups as part- 


‘ ‘Green groups, politicians and business 
executives alike all say the problem is: who 
will pay to clean up the environment in a 
world gripped by recession and faced with 
dwindling resources?" 


tions of the northern hemisphere 
and the struggling Third World 
countries of the south. 

A group of 77 developing coun- 


fbrgjveness if they want help 
cleaning up the world. 

But most of the industrial 
north, and particularly the Un- 
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nets rather than adversaries, and 

the International Chamber of 

Congress will stage a three-day 
industry forum just before the 
main meeting. 

But Maurice Strong, a former 
oil company executive who is 
organising the conference on be- 
half of the United Nations, said 
the North-South clash could still 
derail effors to draw up a compre- 
hensive treaty. 

“They are the key in the sense 
that ail tbe other issues depend to 
a significant degree on the finan- 
cial issue and tbe technology 
transfer issue,” Mr. Strong said. 

The summit, officially called 
foe United Nations Conference 
cm Environment and Develop- 
ment (UNCED), is expected to 
attract leaders of 160 countries. It 
is a successor to a similar inter- 
national meeting held 20 years 
ago in Stockholm and also orga- 
nised by Mr. Strong. 

The U.N. is hoping that the 
Rio meeting from Jnne 1-12 will 
result in a huge, detailed docu- 
ment to be called Agenda 21. 
This will spell out the actions all 
signatories should take to address 
global wanning, preservation of 
foe rain forests, diversity of spe- 
cies, hazardous wastes and just 
about every other ecological 
threat the world is facing. 

Three preparatory negotiating 
sessions, Ailed Prepcoms, have 
been held so for to develop Agen- 
da 21. The fourth and final one is 
scheduled for New York in 
March. But by die end of the 
third Prepcom in Geneva in 
September, participants were in- 
creasingly gloomy over foe possi- 
bility of a meaningful document. 

“I remain hopeful about the 
earth summit," said Mr. Strong 
after tbe Geneva session, “But I 
am certainly not blindly opti- 
mistic." 

He said developing countries* 
claims to technical and financial 
assistance are not disputed. "In- 
dustrialised countries realise this 
at the level of rhetoric... but the 
rich countries are today feeling 
poor and there is a reluctance to 
make specific commitments.'’ 

Some northern countries have 
been more forthcoming than 
others, particularly in Europe. 

German Environment Minister 
Klaus Toepfer said last month 
that nations should use the 
“peace dividend” resulting from 
an end to the arms race to fund 
global cleanup. 

“We need a new disarmament 
negotiation process, centred now 
on decreasing foe fight of man- 
kind against nature and against 
tbe environment,” Mr. Toepfer 
said. 


The week in print 


Good riddance 1991! 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


JORDANIAN dailies in the 
past week gave prominence to 
the advent of the new year with 
commentary on the events of 
1991, foe Arab-lsraeli conflict 
and Israel’s manoeuvres to 
escape tbe implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions, the results of the first 
round of the Algerian par- 
liamentary elections and a host 
of local issues. 


ence and foe liberation of 
Kuwait through U.S.-Western 
military might, said Rimawi. 


Under the tide: “1991 was a 
unique year," a columnist in 
Sawt A1 Shaab said that the 
past yeas* was not an ordinary 
year in history in terms of its 
events and the political 
changes in Europe. Ahmad 
Dhiban said that 1991 was a 
year of misery for foe Arabs 
and many Third World coun- 
tries and a source of jubilation 
for the Western countries over 
the collapse of common ism 
and die break up of the Soviet 
Union. But, foe writer pre- 
dicted, the political and geog- 
raphic changes would have 
horrible repercussions in the 
years to come. 

According to a columnist in 
A] Dnstour, the past year was 
yet one more year in which the 
Arabs faced more defeats and 
tragedies, as it witnessed the 
Guff war that brought about a 
catastrophe to tbe Arab Na- 
tion. Saleh A1 QaHab said that 
he was pessimistic about the 
new year as there were no signs 
that the Arabs could rise up 
again. 

We do not regret the passing 
of 1991, which was foil of 
tragedies for the Arabs and 
witnessed the foil o&roany in- 
nocent people and de dignity 
of the Arab Nation, said 
Mahmoud A1 Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in A1 Ra’i daily. 1991 
was characterised by wars, 
conflict and empty promises 
for peace, a year that saw the 
collapse of a superpower 
through U.S.-Western influ- 


Reflecting on the ongoing 
Middle East peace negotiations, 
a columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab 
made a mockery of the Arab 
World's position, saying that 
the Arabs are now at Israel’s 
mercy. When the Arabs went 
to Madrid and then Washing- 
ton, ' they were holding two 
trump cards: the international 
legitimacy and the hope of 
exchanging land for peace with 
Israel, said Salameh Ekour. 
But the Arabs instead bet on 
the Americans who proved im- 
potent before the Israelis and 
thus were left to tbe mercy of 
tiie Jewish state, he said. 

Tareq Masarweh was more 
candid in his mockery of the 
Arab parties’ weak! sand when 
he said that no Arab leader has 
the courage to say no to nego- 
tiations while the Jewish settle- 
ments, which are financed by 
Washington, are continuing to 
spring up in tbe occupied Arab 
lands. 

Tbe columnist, who writes 
for A1 Ra’i daily, said 
altogether Israel has now built 
144 settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, and has 
made allocations in tbe 1992 
budget to build more of the 
same. Tbe Arabs, said the wri- 
ter, should adopt a- concerted 
stand and stop the negotiations 
as long as Iuael continues to 
bufld these settlements. 


was not only meant to abort 
the talks but also to show 
Israel's dear defiance of the 
U.S. a dminis tration. 

Israel’s resort to sneh- 
man oeuvres, like cabinet crisis 
or general elections with which 
to abort the talks, also aim to 
give tiie Israeli leaders the in- 
itiative under any future cir- 
cumstances and in tbe face of 
world pressure, said the daily. 

As Israel manoeuvres to 
gain time, the Palestinians are 
determined to go ahead with 
their intifada and end foe 
occupation, said Taher A1 
Udwan. Writing in A1 Dus- 
tour, Udwan said that the new 
year finds the Palestinians with 
few friends, falling under im- 
mense pressures from all sides 
and lacking a pp rop ri ate back- 
ing for their struggle from a 
divided Arab World; and so 
they are determined to rely on 
themselves and to offer more 
sacrifices to achieve freedom. 


The creation of a govern- 
ment crisis hi fond was clearly 
meant as a plot to destroy the 
peace process, said Sawt A1 
Shaab daily in an editorial. 
Israel is planting land mines in 
the path of the peace process 
exploiting the weak American 
stand and a divided Arab 
World, said foe daily. 

A1 Dust our daily agreed and 
said that the Israeli manoeuvre 


Turning to foe outcome of 
the general elections hi Algeria, 
a columnist in A1 Dustour ex- 
pressed his view that the suc- 
cess achieved by the Islamists 
resulted from the people's de- 
sire for any popular movement 
which can help it dispose of the 
bureaucracy and inefficiency of 
the single party role. 

Mimes A1 Razzaz said that 
by resorting to the Islamists tiie 
Algerians have merely showed 
their dissatisfaction with the 
ruling party which led the 
country to chaos. 

His colleague in A1 Dnstour, 
Saleh A1 Qallab, commented 
also on foe Algerian elections 
by saying that democracy in 
that country could collapse if 
the ruling party decided to use 
violence and force to stifle the 
Islamic Salvation Front and 
abort the results of tiie elec- 
tions. 

He also warned that foe Isla- 
mic Salvation Front might feel 
free to take all powers in its 
own hands and rush to impose 


hegemony on all factions and 
institutions, a practice that 
could lead foe country to disas- 
ter. 

Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in A1 Dnstour, likened 
the elections in Algeria in 1991 
to the Jordanian parliamentary 
elections of 1989, with a low 
turnout and the majority of 
people showing indifference to 
tiie results. The writer said that 
foe past three decades proved 
tbe ruling party’s inefficiency 
thus opening foe way for any 
group to advance and take 
over. 

Taher A1 Udwan offered a 
piece of advice to tiie Islamic 
Salvation Front, which won 
most of tbe votes, by saying 
that tbe front should prove that 
there can be no return from the 
democratic process. At the 
same time, the columnist said 
that Islamists should prove that 
they have no intention of 
monopoiismg power in Alger- 
ia. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily praised 
tiie government for recognising 
foe commonwealth of states 
born after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. The paper said 
that tbe Arabs are in need of 
friends m their long and bitter 
struggle with Israel to regain 
Arab rights, and foe recogni- 
tion was a step in tbe right 
direction as Russia and its part- 
ners are needed to help rees- 
tablish peace based on justice. 

Fahd A1 Fanek, a columnist 
in A1 Ra’i daily, agreed with 
this view and criticised tiie 
Arab papers mounting the col- 
lapse of tbe Soviet Union, the 
old superpower. The writer 
said that the states of the com- 
monwealth which formed the 
union have themselves derided 
to end h and there was no need 
for the Areabs to lament the 
union’s fall; but there was ur- 
gent need for the Arabs to 
recog ni se the new Independent 
states winch could help the 
Arab Nation achieve, their 
goals. 


Perhaps Israel could be the 
main winner from tiie collapse 
of the Soviet Union, as h is 
making arrangements for 
absorbing 1.2 million Jews in 
the former Soviet Union, of 
whom 200,000 live in the Isla- 
mic republics, according to 
Tawfiq A1 Basha in Sawt A1 
S haab daily. 

The writer said that while 
tbe Arabs are mounting the 
loss of a friend, tbe Israelis are 
raring against time to consoli- 
date their occupation by bef- 
riending tiie new independent 
republics and absorbing more 
Jewish immigrants to serve the 
cause of world Zionism. 

In view of the fast moving 
developments in the European 
continent and the current 
moves by Europe for unity, 
one realises that only through 
econo mi c blocs and int eg r a tion 
can the nations of the world 
survive the coming stage, said 
Mahmoud A1 Rimawi. 

The writer called on the 
Arabs in Lebanon, Syria, Jor- 
dan and Palestine to unify their 
stand not only in the face of 
Israel but also to form a bloc 
that can withstand and deal 
with die coming challenge. 

His colleague in Sawt A1 
Shaab expressed similar views 
when he said that the Arab 
countries, particularly those in- 
volved in the Arab-lsraeli 
peace negotiations, have no 
alternative to c on c ert in g then- 
stand and embarking on very 
fruitful cooperation. 

Salameh Ekour said dial 
Jordan has been spearheading 
inter-Arab efforts towards soli- 
darity and this sofidarity is 
particularly needed in the com- 
ing Washington and Moscow 
negotiations. 

In the absence of unity, the 
Arab c oua i i I ts can at least 
fora an Arab cttumoaweaith 
that could start with a few 
states, according to Taher A! 
Udwan. he said Jordan, Ye- 
men, Sudan, Algeria and Iraq 
together with foe FLO can 
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"I am totally convinced that 
foreign policy in the future will be 
en viron m en tal foreign policy,** 
he said 

And foe Italian environment 
minister. Giorgio Ruffoto, re- 
cently proposed that 20 per ttt& 
of a new oil tax under conskfeia- 
tkm by the European Cohunb- 
sioa be used to finance transfers 
of energy-saving technology to 
developing countries. 

But foe United States has dag 
in its beets at any suggestion that 
industrial nations fund environ- 
mental protection in the TTsixd 
World. 

In early December Washing ton 
refused to join other members of 
foe 24-nation Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation asd De- 
velopment (OECD) in support- 
ing more aid for developing coun- 
tries to support environmental 
protection, and came in for 
pointed criticism as a result. 

But U.S. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency head WftSam 
Reilly, at a news conference after 
the meeting, hinted at a com- 
promise. “When we don’t com- 
mit ourselves to new and: addi- 
tional resources, it doesn't mean 
we won't,” he said. 

Mr. Reilly also warned, howev- 
er, that the world should not hold 
out high expectations for the 
earth summit, saying ‘there has 
been more than a little fear that 
foe conference might be a 
fiasco." 


“A group of 77 de- 
veloping countries, 
led by India, are 
demanding that 
the northern coun- 
tries provide huge 
amounts of aid, 
easy access to tech- 
nology and debt 
forgiveness if they 
want help cleaning 
up the world. Bat 
most of the indust- 
rial north, and 
particularly the 
United States, has 
neither the money 
nor the political 
will to offer such 
aid.” 


forge such commonwealth as a 
first step, keeping tbe door 
open to other Arabs states to 
join in. Unless such step is 
taken now, warned the writer, 
the Arab Nation will sooner or 
later find itself lapping behind 
other nations and an easy prey 
to others. 


Ahmad AJ Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt A1 Shaab, gave 
prominence to the i«n* of 
foreign labour employment fn 
the kingdom and praised the 
government’s measures to give 
preference to Jordanians in 
employment. 

Noting foe labour minister’s 
figures of 162,000 Egyptians 
working in Jordan, of whom 
only 10,000 hold valid work 
permits, tbe writer said that 
appropriate and drastic action 
should be taken by the govern- 
ment to help Jordanian job- 
seekers find employment. 

Jordan, foe writer said, |p« 
found the doors of employ- 
ment in Egypt and other Arab 
countries closed and it is only 
fair to treat others in the same 
way. 


Columnist Ahmad Dhiban 
said that the government 
should give due attention to 
the plight of Jordanian for- 
mers, rescheduling their debts 
and helping them overcome 
the present difficulties. ’ 

The government has spent 
nriffions to back faltering shar e 
bolding companies, of which 
10 declared their bankruptcy in 
1991 alone, but only with very 
™ backing h can help the 
“nners and ensure better agri- 
cultural production, said foe 
writer- Only a handful of per- 
sons benefitted from tbe gov- 
ernment assistance to - the 
sbare-hokfing n wi|vjn w said 
foe writer, while thousands of 
can benefit from a 
proper action costing foe tress* 
cry much leas 'and guaran- 
teeing a great deal more for foe 
nation. 
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PLO seen seeking U.S. pressure 


(Continued frontpage 1) 

start on Jan. 7 in Washing- 
ton. -The U.S. however, has 
not committed itself to a date 
which wiE in effect gives the 
Palestinians little room for 
manpeovre. 

The Pales tinian team was 
schemed to arrive in Am- 
man on Unrsday on its way 
to attend the second round of 
bilateral talks. 

■- Initially the team was de- 
layed by a strong bfizrazd that 
has swept the area, bat later . 
the delegation admitted that 
it was posqxming its trip to 
protest a g a inst the Israel de- 
risem to expel 12 Palesfr- 
mans. 

Palestinian officials, 
however, said that the delay 
was a form of protest against 
Israeli repression as well as 
an expression of resentment 
of the VS. apathy or unwil- 
Engness to pressure Israel “to 

respect the peace talks.” 

The officials told the Jor- 
dan Times that so far the 
decision was to delay the 
talks to prompt the U.S. to 
take a decision to interfere 
and bring Israel faD in line, 
but that there was also a 
growing trend inside the 
movement in favour of a total 
boycott. 

During tire first round of 
the bilateral talks held in 
Washington last month, 
Palestinians were dis- 
appointed at what they con- 
ceived as a mild American 
reaction to Israeli success in 
delaying the talks and later in - 
refusing the dual-track 
approach to negotiations. 

The Israeli, refusal to 
accept the two-track 
approach, involving Israeli- 
Arab negotiations and Israeli 
Palestinian negotiations, re- 
sulted in an impasse that kept 
tire negotiators in tire com-. 

• dors discussing a comprom- 
ise. 

There were conflicting 
Palestinian statements over 
whether a compromise was 
readied or not, but PLO 
sources in Tunis said Friday 
the leadership had not seen 
an- acceptable solution yet. 

PLO officials said that tire 
Israeli refusal to negotiate 
with the Palestinian side of 
the joint team remained the 
major obstacle to tire re- 
sumption of tire talks. “This 
is a major point of substance. 

It is not a matter of.proce-t; t 
done: Tt'is otherffte Israelis*''' 
are ready to address thd— 
Palestinian national rights or 
not,” said one Palestinian 
official. 

Officials said that the 
Israeli policy on the ground 
since the beginning of tire 
Madrid peace conference last 
October had proved that * 
Israel is not interested in a 
peace settlement. 

“Our main concern was to 
force Israel to stop building 
settlements in tire occupied 
territories. Now we have to 
make sure that Israel stops its 
repressive campaign. Other- 
wise tire peace talks will be 
meaningless,” said a senior 
PLO official on Friday. 


Paletinians were hoping 
that Israel would stop the 
btrik&ug of settlements sunul- 
taneonsly as the talk? start. 
Inst ea d Israel launched anew 
crackdown on the Palesti- 
nians inside the occupied ter- 
ritories and refused to budge 
cm the settlements issue. 

Palestinians are most dis- 
appointed with the ap pa r en t 
U.S. unwillingness to assert 
the jssue of the settlements as 
a major hem in the talks* 
agenda after it rejected 
Palestinian demands that the 
cessation of the settlements 
be a prerequisite for peace 
talks. 

"Tire delay is a test of the' 
American seriousness. If 
Washington maintains its 
apathy that means Israel win 
continue to feel free to pur- 
sue its arbitrary policies and- 
intransigence,” said a Palesti- 
nian official in Amman. 

The PLO had considered 
boycotting the first round of 
the bilateral talks when the 
U.S. refused to grant entry 
visa to PLO advisors. But it 
had to reconsider its position 
und er immense Arab and in- 
ternational pressure and for 
fear of being blamed of sabo- 
taging the talks. 

Consequently, judging 
from comments by PLO offi- 
cials, tire organisation’s final 
decision will hinge on two 
factors: 

— The popular Palestinian 
position, especially in the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, towards the 
peace talk* 

— The level of coordina- 
tion and cooperation shown 
by tire other Arab sides in- 
volved in the negotiations. 

Although the PLO lead- 
ership in Tunis will take the 
final decision, Palestinian 
officials said that tire orga- 
nisation will follow the mood 
and tire lead of the Palesti- 
nians in tire occupied territor- 
ies. 

“Our major concern is to 
main tain popular support for 
the Palestinian negotiating 
team. If it loses popular back- 
ing it will be of no use to 
anybody, including tbe 
U.S.,** said the senior PLO 

frffiHal 

Others in the PLO differ 
with tins line arguing that the 
Pal estinians should go 
continue its battle in 
Washington. 

This view appears SQ £$r to. 
coincide with the^pobtical l 
position of tire other parties 
involved. So for Jordan, the 
Palestinians' partner in the 
joint team, has declared that 
its delegation was leaving 
according to schedule. 

Senior PLO official FaKfc/k 
Kaddoomi arrived in Damas- 
cus Friday in an attempt to 
increase Palestinian-Syrian 
coordination and to secure 
Syrian backing for the 
Palestinian stand. 

“We have not asked the 
Syrians and the Tebanese to 
boycott the talks, but only to 
support the delay of tire 
talks,” a senior PLO official 
-told the Jordan Times Friday 
evening. 


Scrolls divide scholars over question of faith 


Jordan condemns Israeli move 


(Continued from page I) 
peace process. 

Four are members of the main- 
stream Fateh faction, which sup- 
ports tire talks, and two belong to 
Hamas, a Muslim fundamentalist 
movement opposed to the talks. 

AH have served prison terms 
for anti-Israeli activity and most 
are married with children. 

The mititaxy statement said 
their cnganisatiois were responsi- 
ble for hundreds of attacks 
against Israelis as well as Palesti- 
nians suspected of collaborating 
with Isradi authorities. 

It said tire front’s main attacks 
included the tailing of a Jewish 
seminary student stabbed in Jeru- 
salem in February, tire attempted 
murder of an. Israeli visiting a 
West Bank refugee camp, six 
shooting in ci de nts and six gre- 
nade incidents. 

It said SS Hamas cells were 
uncovered in 1991 and admitted 
to 67 attacks, including stabbings 
rad runmag down Israelis with 

vehicles. 

Captured Fateh activists have 
admitted to 720 attacks in recent 
3*ars, including 53 shootings, 45 
bombings, 118 fircbombings and 


In -the past year, Israel has 
stepped up construction of hous- 
ing for Jews in thfc occupied 
ttniluricst and on Thursday, par- 
foment approved a 1992 national 
Gadget earmarking money for 
S^QQ more housing units. 

TbcUJS. ambassador to Israel 
foptored the Israeli decision to 
expel Pale stinians . 

The Israeli defence ministry 
announced odd Thursday evening 
that 12 Palestinians would be 
expelled in connection with 


eat israeh sonnets arc 
^ follow Palestinians. . 

“I conveyed as imm ediate 


reaction to tire news on tire late- 
evening,” outgoing U.S. Ambas- 
sador WiiKam Brown told repor- 
ters at a news c on ference in Tel 
Aviv. 

The United States “deplored” 
the expulsion of Palestinians as 
well as attacks on Israelis, be 
added. 

Asked about the extra funds 
for settlements in tire occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, winch 
die United States says are an 
obstacle to peace, be raid: “Such 
activities and such reported fund- 
fog or intent to fund certainly do 
oat go unnoticed.” 

The Israeli parliament passed 
the delayed 1992 budget by 60 
votes to 53 on Thursday after 
last-minute haggling in which 
prime Minis ter Yitzhak Shamir 
offered extra money to tiny par- 
ties supported by rabbis and 
right-wing settlers. 

Israeli officials have tried to 
play down the impact of tbe 
budget concessions on Washing- 
ton, where Congress is soon to 
discuss Israel's request for 
guarantees for badly needed 

loam 

But in considering the $10 bO- 
jjon loan guarantees, the United 
States is sure to weigh the prog- 
ress of Middle East peace tafts 
and whether Israel is movin g 
forward with economic reforms. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said the Middle 
East peace talks could be in 

jeopardy unless tbe United States 

and United Nations force Israel 
to rescind its derision. 

Ahmad Abdul Rahman, in a 
statement issued at die PLO 
headquarters in Thins, called on 
Washington and the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council to. overturn “tins 
shame ful action.” 


By Oliver Gillie 

FRAGMENT of ancient vellum 
found in a cave by tire Dead Sea 
about 40 years ago is causing 
bitter controversy about the ori- 
gins of Christian belief. The Heb- 
rew words on it are said to refer 
to tire execution of -a Messiah and 
rapport the idea that early Christ- 
ian tenets sprang from a Jewish 
movement with similar beliefs. 

Robert Eisenman, professor of 
Middle East Religions at Califor- 
nia State University in Long 
Bead], and other American scho- 
lars believe the words show that 
the Jewish writers of tire scroll, 
who lived between about 150 BC 
and AD 70, were familiar with 
the idea of a Messiah who would 
suffer and die. But Biblical scho- 
lars meeting in Oxford last week 
to study the fragment dispute this 
interpretation. 

Until recent weeks, scholarly 
dispute about the meaning of 
unpublished portions of tbe Dead 
Sea Scrolls was not possible be- 
cause access to them was highly 
restricted. Previously, a small 
group of trusted scholars inher- 
ited a monopoly on the scrolls 
from the intellectual descendants 
of the Dominican archaeologist 
Father Roland de Vaux and his 
original team of six “inter-confes- 
sional” Christian scholars. 

The monopoly of access to the 
faD scrolls and all the fragments 
was broken in September when 
the Huntington Library in 
Pasadena, California, derided to 
supply microfilm of them to all 
bona fide scholars on demand. 
This move, after a long campaign 
by Professor Eisenman, finally 
forced tbe Israel Antiquities Au- 
thority, which had inherited the 
monopoly initiated by de Vaux, 


to release pTiotographs of the 
scrolls. 

The disputed fragment of vel- 
lum, which is Sons unde by 4cms 
in depth, contains five tines of 
text and part of a sixth line. 
Known in the catalogue of tbe 
scrolls as 40 Serekh Mi lh amah, 
tire fragment — one of many 
thousands — appears in a photo- 
graph with several other pieces. 
The translation of the first three 
tines of the fragment are not 
disputed and read as follows: 

Line 1: “Isaiah the Prophet"; 

Line 2: “a shoot risen from the 
branch of Jesse”; 

Line 3: “branch of David and 
they... will.... be judged”. Scho- 
lars agree that the second line is a 
quotation from Isaiah (Chatper 
II, verse 1) and refers to a Mes- 
siah who is expected to defeat the 
empire of Assyria and Babylon. 
Tbe next line emphasises this by 
use of the term “branch of 
David” which is another name for 
the Hebrew Messiah. Tbe dispute 
centres on the foutth tine which is 
translated by Dr. Eisenman as 
meaning “and they killed (or 
executed) tbe Prince of the Con- 
gregation, branch of David.” The 
Prince of the Congregation, it is 
agreed, is the Messiah. But in tbe 
Jewish tradition the Messiah is 
not killed and so this line appears 
to suggest a Messiah from the 
Christian tradition. This is rein- 
forced by the fifth line which 
reads: “woundings (or piercings) 
and a priest commanded”, sug- 
gesting events akin to those of the 
crucifixion. 

Tbe word “piercings”, which is 
very rare, provides further dues 
to the significance of the passage, 
according to Michael Wise, a 
Hebrew scholar from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago who supports 


Professor Eisenman’s interpreta- 
tion. 

“The Hebrew word for pierc- 
ings only occurs in one other 
place in the Bible, in Isaiah 53, 
verse 5. a text which is of crudai 
significance in Christian theolo- 
gy. For Christians, but not for 
Jews, this passage of Isaiah is 
understood to be describing tbe 
Messiah, Jesus.” Verses 5 and 6 
from Isaiah S3 refer to a Messiah 
who suffered for the sins of the 
world: 

“The detective 
work among the 
scrolls, delayed for 
40 years by the 
monopoly of some 
scholars, has only 
just began. Once 
the jigsaw puzzle 
of fragments has 
been folly assem- 
bled, the under- 
standing of the 
scrolls should 
accelerate.” 

The two American scholars be- 
lieve their interpretation is sup- 
ported by further evidence of a 
Christian type of Messiah in other 
Dead Sea texts. One of these, 
called 110 Melchizedek, refers to 
a prophetic figure who proclaims 
from Holy writ. The Hebrew 
word for proclaimer, Mebasser, 
used in this Dead Sea text is also 
used in the Gospel of St. Luke to 
describe Jesus when be reads 


from scripture in the synagogue. 

“The proclaimer has a heaven- 
ly mission and can be seen as a 
kind of Messiah." Professor Wise 
said. “Furthermore it appears 
that the proclaimer referred to in 
11Q Melchizedek is put to death, 
additional evidence for an early 
Jewish tradition of a dying Mes- 
siah of the Christian type.” 

But the argument is not 
straightforward and depends 
upon tracing texts. 1IQ Mel- 
chizedek does not refer directly 
to a dying Messiah but quotes 
from the Book of Daniel (Chap- 
ter 9, verse 25). This refers to a 
Messiah, a Prince, who will be 
“cut off.” 

“The suffering and dying Mes- 
siah in this Jewish tradition is not 
identical with the Christian con- 
cept because Christ said he suf- 
ficed and died for all men.” 
Professor Wise said. “However 
Isaiah 53 does refer to a Servant 
of the Lord, an idea which is very 
important for Christians. Our in- 
terpretation of the fragment sug- 
gests that some Jews prior to 
Christianity saw tbe Messiah in a 
similar way to Christians later 
on.” The interrelation of the two 
American scholars is disputed by 
Geza Vermes, professor emeritus 
of Jewish Studies at Oxford Uni- 
versity, who has studied the frag- 
ment in Oxford where photo- 
graphs of all the scrolls are held. 
Professor Vermes believes that 
the fourth line of the fragment 
should read “tbe Prince of the 
Congregation killed him” and not 


“they killed the Prince.” 

AH the scholars agree that the 
words are ambiguous, but have 
special reasons for their own in- 
terpretation. Technically the 
translation depends on whether 
the particle of the accusative, 
which indicates whether the 
Prince is the subject or object of 
the sentence, is used or not. In 
this case the particle was not 
used, suggesting Professor Ver- 
mes’s rendering of the phrase. 
But the partide was not invari- 
ably used in the Hebrew of this 
period, so that argument is not 
final. 

Dr. Vermes, together with Dr. 
Timothy Lim, a Canadian Heb- 
rew scholar presently at Oxford, 
argue on more general grounds 
that the fragment does not refer 
to a Christ-like Messiah. Tracing 
other references to the Prince of 
the Congregation, they find that 
this phrase is just another term 
for the Jewish Messiah. 

“Elsewhere in tbe scrolls the 
Prince of tbe Congregation is tbe 
glorious war leader of the sons of 
light who are fighting the forces 
of darkness,” Professor Vermes 
said. “It is clear from these other 
references that it is die Prince 
who does the tailing. There is no 
necessity to translate the text as 
meaning the Messiah is killed. 
How the concept of a suffering 
and dying Messiah penetrated the 
New Testament remains as 
mysterious as ever.” 

if Professor Vermes is correct 


one question remains: who is put 
to death by the Prince of the 
Congregation? Wiliam Horbury, 
a Hebrew scholar from Cam- 
bridge, suggests tbe answer may 
be found in the Syriac Apocaly- 
pse of Baruch, written in ancient 
Syriaa and part of the Hebrew 
apocrypha. 

In Chapter .40 of the Syriac 
Apocalypse the final victory of 
the Messiah, the anointed one, is 
described: ‘‘The last ruler who is 
left alive at that time will be 
bound... and they will earn,- him 
on Mount Zion, and my anointed 
one will convict him of all his 
deeds... And after these things he 
will kill him... And this (the las: 
ruler's) dominion will last forever 
until the world of corruption has 
ended.” 

The detective work among the 
scrolls, delayed for 40 years by 
the monopoly of some scholars, 
has only just begun. Once the 
jigsaw puzzle of fragments has 
been fully assembled, the under- 
standing of the scrolls should 
accelerate. 

“We are at an infant stage of 
understanding these texts, Pro- 
fessor Wise said. “We can't rule 
out other interpretations of the 
fragment. But we thought that 
people should know that it is 
there. For years scholars who had 
a monpoly of the scrolls told us 
that there was nothing of interest 
to the origins of Christian belief. 
We believe they are wrong." — 
The Independent 
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A Crusade for Natural Aids 


A comprehensive Shahnaz product 
booklet is yours for the asking — it is 
your passport to the latest natural de- 
velopments in beauty science, that 
treats acne, impurities, dark circles 
around the eyes and much, much 
more... 

Tally Trading Establishment 
P.O. Box 910823 
Amman - Jordan 


For your free copy 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 
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FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
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CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
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The fast A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 
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ANiyyah Girls School 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7dJ0 — Midnight 
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i Fax: 690852 1 

^P.O.Box 926487 Amman^ 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasfe our 
specialities . 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight / 


f 4 Rent & Sale T 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 
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International Cuisine 

CHINESE FOOD Spanish Specialities 
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SILVER & CHOCOLATES 

Open from 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

ABDOUN CIRCLE 
TEL. 823000 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
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* JUMBO photo 
sizm 30% larger 

• Free Metal Frame 
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Ms has the limelight but 
iwley dreams of glory 


Swiss defeat Czechs 
to win Hopman Cup 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
islsvision cameras focus on Leeds 
£*id Manchester United in the 
Hngiish F.A. Cup this weekend 
but fay Crawley town could pro- 
vide she real soccer romance. 

As far as cup dashes go. none 
ere bigger than the third round tie 
at Eland Road Sunday between 
league leaders Leeds and second- 
placed United, the cup winners in 
1990. 

And as far as dubs go, few are 
smaller than Crawley wbo have 
an average turnout this season of 
around 450 fans. 

An undistinguished southern 
town near London's Gatwick Air- 
port, Crav/iey would have a job 
tempting even the most diehard 
romantic but Saturday's derby at 
second division Brighton seems 
to have all the ingredients of a 
classic F.A. Cup upset. 

The non-league club, one of 
only three left in the draw, take 
on the 1985 finalists with a no- 
frills Ibe-’jp that indudes two 
teachers, sn unemployed builder, 
a- dub bouncer and a man wbo 
makes a living fixing supermarket 
trolleys. 

Brighton, who made a fleeting 
appearance in the first division 
from 2979 to 3983, are currently 
'at a low ebb in the second divi- 
rion with relegation a real dan- 
ger. 

i Here is also a grude element, 
vita four former Brighton players 
in a Crawley side used to being 
treated as cannon fodder by their 


league opponents in pre-season 
friendlies. 

Fain borough, the only part- 
timers playing first division oppo- 
nents, are looking for an upset at 
three times winners West Ham 
while Kettering play second divi- 
sion Blackburn Rovers. 

Fran boro ugh, who indude an 
air steward and a bricklayer, 
readied the third round of the 
cup — when the first and second 
division dubs enter the bay — by 
beating third division Torquay 
4-3 in the previous round after 
going 4-0 up. 

"Logically, we should have no 
chance but logic plays no part in 
the F.A. Cup,” said manager Ted 
Pearce. 

Logic has little bearing at El- 
land Road either. 

The first division pacesetters, 
who must play each other again in 
a League Cup tie this month, 
drew 1-1 in the league Sunday 
and few pundits are forecasting 
the outoome. 


ham Forest in the third round 
after being held to a 0-0 draw 
with QPR at Old Trafford. We 
beat Forest 1-0 at home to end an 
eight-match spell .without a win 
and went on to win the Cup.” 
Holders Tottenham are also 


Sinclair appeared to chase after 
referee Paul Alcock after the 
official had awarded a penalty 
that gave home team Exeter a 1-1 
tie with West Bromwich. 

A video film of the incident 


playing Sunday in an all first showed three was contact, said 
division clash at aston Villa, while Exeter secretary Mike Holladay, 


1989 winners Liverpool visit bnt he added that be believed 
fourth division Crewe Alexandra Sinclair was not guilty of inten- 


Monday. 

League champions Arsenal, 


tional butting. 

Referee Alcock needed treat- 


with their off the pitch exploits meat for a slight nose swelling 
making more headlines than their after the game, Holladay said. 


performances on the pitch these Alcock sent Sinclair off the 


days, are at fourth division Wrex- field for violent conduct and the 


ham Saturday. 


player automatically has been 


Arsenal said Friday that mid- suspended for three games be- 
fielder Paul Davis had been fined cause of the expulsion. 


£3,00 ($5,500) — two week's The last English League player 


wages — for calling manager to be punished for an assault on a 
George Graham "boring, stale referee was Vince Hilaire of 


and predictable’' in a newspaper Crystal Palace in 1980. He was 


article. 


banned for four games and fined 


The English Football Assoda- $900 after p ushing the referee to 
tion (F.A.) said Friday it had the ground during a 4-3 defeat by 


charged Chelsea fullback Frank Tottenham. 


The dash has been given an ' Sinclair for allegedly headbutting 


added spice by United 4-1 home 
defeat by Queen’s Park Rangers 
Wednesday, an astonishing result 
likely to goad the visitors into 
action. 

United manager Alex Fergu- 
son, whose 50th birthday celebra- 
tions were marred by the defeat, 
was certainly confident. 

“We seem to respond after a 
setback,” be said. 

“We had a similar situation two 
years ago. We played Notting- 
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■ : T ansevic may withdraw 
: Adelaide tournament 


/ vL! lELAIDE, Australia (AP) — 
Top sajd Goran Ivanisevic over- 
cpr.ir eibow pain to beat Mare 
F.w set of Switzerland 6-4, 7-6 
(7-4) in the quarterfinals of the 
Australian rJardcourt Tennis 
CaamuicRships Friday, but then 
said he may have to withdraw. 

The victory in the $108,500 
tournament advanced Ivanisevic 
to a semifinal meeting with un- 
seeded American Bryan Shelton, 
but he said tennis elbow may 
cause him to drop out. He said be 
would decide Saturday. 

“I have lo look forward past 
this tournament,” said Ivanisevic, 
who played with a heavy bandage 
. on his elbow and is preparing for 
the Jan. 13-26 Australian Open. 

Ivanisevic said he must have 
. strained the elbow late Tursday 
night when he teamed with Ros- 
set for a straight-sets doubles 
quarterfinal win over Stefan 
Edberg and John Fitzgerald. 

. ‘This morning I woke up and I 
couldn't eat. I couldn't even hold 
a knhe," he said. 

Despite serving most of his 
match at little more than half 
pace. Ivanisevic still managed 
four aces. 

"In the Erst set the elbow was 
very bad and I was thinking a 
couple oi times of retiring, but I 
derided to keep going and it felt 
better in the last few games,” be 
said. 

Shelton advanced with a 7-5, 
6-4 win over his third successive 


GOREN BRIDGE 


V/!TH OMAR SHARIF 
£ 7ANNAH HIRSCH 
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IGNORE THE PERCENTAGES 


Both 'vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
•> K97-1 
7X5 2 
7 9 6 3 
<- A Q 10 

WEST EAST 

* 5 4 Q 6 2 

v S 4 Q J 10 B 3 

v AKQJ875: Void 
2 

£86 497542 

SOUTH 
vAJ 10 8 3 
7' A 9 7 
• 10 4 
4XJ3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

16 4 v 4 4 'Pass 

pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of v 
While we have warned against 
following bridge rubrics slavishly, 
there is one which is soundly based 
on mathematical principles. We re- 
fer lo "eight ever, nine never." With 
right amL missing the queen, take 
the finesse: with nine, play tn drop 
.the lady. But once in awhile even 
such sage advice should be ignored. 

West’s vigorous preempt did not 
prevent North-South from reaching 
e rc.isoruble four-spade game. How- 
ever, it should have had re percus- 
sions in the play. 


West started with three top dia- 
monds, declarer ruffing the third. 
There was no way lo avoid losing a 
heart Crick, so the fate of the hand 
hinged in finding the queen of 
trumps. A firm believer in bridge 
maxims, declarer banged out the ace 
and king of trumps to go down one 
trick. 

Much as we believe in going with 
the odds, if ever there was a hand on 
which to ignore the a priori percent- 
ages, this was it. After ruffing the 

third diamond, declarer should lead 
a trump to the king. Once West 
follows, nine of that defender's 
cards are known— eight diamonds 
and the trump— leaving only four 
cards unknown. However, only four 
or East's cards are known— the 
three discards on the diamonds and 
one trump. Therefore, East has nine 
unknown cards, so East is more 
than twice as likely to hold the 
queen of spades as West. 

Based on that, declarer should 
continue with a trump from the ta- 
ble and finesse. When West fails to 
follow, the contract is home. 

Knowing the pure odds is all well 
and good. Knowing when to temper 
such knowledge with logic is what , 
makes the difference between some- 
one who plays by rote and someone 
who understands the game of 
bridge. 


a referee while on loan to third 
division West Bromwich Albion. 


Another Chelsea player in 
trouble with the F.A. was mid- 
fielder Vinny Jones, who was 


Although some witnesses say it fined $2,700 for making obscene 
appeared to be an accidental ge s t u r e s to fans before a league 


dash of beads, the F.A. has game against Arsenal. 


derided, on the strength of the And police said Friday they are 


referee’s report, to charge Sine- investigating an incident at 
lair with bringing the game into Wednesday’s Arsenal- 


PERTH, Australia (AP) — 
Jakob Hlasek took just an hour to 
overwhelm Karel Novacek 64, 
64 Friday and clinch Switzer- 
land's victory Over Czechoslova- 
kia in die final of the Hopman 
Cup exhibition team tennis 
tournament. 

Hlasek’s win in the men's sing- 
les came after Manuela Maieeva- 
F ragni cre beat Helena Sukova 
6-2, 6-4 in the women's singles. 

It was the first victory in the 
exhibition team event for the 
fourth-seeded Swiss. Czechoslo- 
vakia, No. 5, won the event in 
1988. 

Czeck-born Hlasek and 
Bulgarian-born Maleeva- 
Fragniere shared $110,000 for 
their victory, while Novacek and 
Sukova collected $62,500. 

The winning pair also each won 
a diamond-encrusted tennis ball 
valued at $20,000. 

MaJeeva-Fragniere played su- 
perbly against the taller, more 
powerful Sukova. 

She defused her opponent’s 
potentially devastating serve and 
bit superb groundstrokes in win- 
ning in just 65 minutes. 

Hlasek’s power continually 
frustrated Novacek, who was 
within one wanting of being dis- 
qualified from the men's angles. 

He was given a code violation 
warping for racket abuse in the 


first set and had a point deducted 
in die second set when he hit a 
ball out of the court. 

That penalty enabled Hlasek to 
break Novacek 3-2 and he never 
allowed the Czechoslovak back 
into the contest. 

Hlasek served superbly, moved 
confidently and committed only 
31 unforced errors to Novacek’s 
50. 

Maieeva-Fragniere said the 
Swiss pair would return next year 
to defend the title. 

“This is one of my favourite 
tournaments,” she said. “We 
couldn't ask for a better prepara- 
tion for the Australian Open.” 

Hlasek said the key to the 
Swiss combination's success was 
that they enjoyed themselves. 

“We had even more fun than 
last year — because we won,” 
Hlasek said. 

The swiss pair reached the final 
with a 3-0 semifinal win over 
second-seeded Spain. The 
Czechoslovak combination defe- 
ated the top-seeded German Dno 
of Boris Becker and Steffi Graf in 
the semis. 


The Hopman Cup is one of a 
number of warm-up events for 
the Australian Open, which will 
be played at the National Tennis 
Centre in Melbourne from Jan. 
13-26. 


disrepute. 

He faces a minimum 112-day 
ban if found guilty by an F.A. 


Wimbledon game involving the 
home team’s England interna- 
tional left-back Nigel Winterburn 


Disciplinary Committee. No date and a group of the Arsenal fans 
has yet been fixed for the hear- who were abusing him. 


Maleeva, Graham to 
take on Australia’s best 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


IOC chief Samaranch becomes marquis 


MADRID (R) — Juan Antonio Samaranch, president of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) has been made a 
marquis by Spain's King Juan Carlos, a government official said 
Friday. The measure was formally adopted by die government in 
its final ministerial meeting of 1991 . An official spokeswoman said 
the honour was for Mr. Samaranch’s work in promoting sport and 
understanding between people. Mr. Samaranch takes the newly 
created hereditary title Marquis of Samaranch. 


German pair wins second heat 


TAURANGA, New Zealand (AP) — The German duo of 
Andreas William and Carsten Kemmling won Friday’s second 
heat in the World Flying Dutchman sailing championships off 1 
Tauranga. The duo took the overall lead after finishing fourth in 


left-handed opponent. French- 
man Rodolphe Gilbert. 

“I came oat here last Saturday 
with not a lot of expectations for 
myself," said the 26-year-old 
from Atlanta. “But as the tourna- 
ment progresses I guess I expect a 
little bit more every day. 

“I think if I can continue to 
serve the way I did today I can 
stay even with just about any- 
one." 

Unseeded Swede Christian 
Bergstrom also moved into the 
semis with a 6-1, 6-3 win over 
seventh-seeded Olivier Delaitre 
of France. 

Bergstrom and Ivanisevic are 
the only players to reach the 
semis without dropping a set. 

Bergstrom, 24, will face sixth- 
seeded Cari-Uwe Steeb of Ger- 
many, who outlasted 17-year-old 
Swiss Thomas Enqvist in a pair of 
tiebreakers 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (74). 

Steeb trailed 3-5 in the first set 
tiebreaker, and 0-3 in the second 
tiebreaker before rallying. 

“I was only hoping to win one 
round here because I haven’t 
played a tournament since the 
Paris indoor two months ago.” 
Bergstrom said. 

“But it's looking like a great 
start to the year.” 

The Australian Hard courts 
offers a first prize of $22,600 and 
is being played on synthetic re- 
bound ace courts. It concludes 
Sunday. 


Thursday's first heat. Danish cousins Jorgen and Jens Bojsen- 
Moller were second after their Fifth place finish in the first heat. 


Moller were second after their fifth place finish in the first heat, 
with Markus Wieser and Werner Koenig of Germany third. Karl 
Ziegler and Bill Park of the United States finished fourth in 
Friday's heat. Dutchmen Willem and Gerhard Potma were fifth, j 


BRISBANE, Australia (Agen- 
cies) — Big-serving American 
Debbie Graham and Bulgarian 
teenager Magdalena Maleeva 
both won Friday to set up dashes 
with Australia’s top two women 
in die semifinals of the Australian 
Hardcourt women's tennis 
tournament. 

Graham beat Japan's Mama 
Endo 6-2 6-3 in Friday’s quarter- 
finals to reach her first singles 
semifinals since turning profes- 
sional last August 

The 21-year-old Californian, a 
Stanford University political sci- 
ence graduate, has had three 
months off the circuit while she 
completed her degree. 

Graham wilt meet Rachel 
McQuillan, who beat German 
Claudia Kohde-Kilsche 6-3 6-3. 
while Maleeva faces Nicola Pro- 


Grand National winner Red Rum ill 


LONDON (R) — Three times Grand National winner Red Rum 
was reported by his trainer Friday to be in poor health. “He is 
poorly and the vet is seeing him every day” Ginger McCain said. 
"The horse is uncomfortable and we are worried." The 27-year- 
old horse, one of the raring world's best-know names, won 
Britain's most famous steeplechase in 1973. 1974 and 1977. He 
also finished second twice. 


Australian Winter Olympic team named 


SYDNEY (AP) — Paul Narracoti. who represented Australia as 
a sprinter at the I9K4 Los Angelers Olympics, was named as a 
member of the two-man bobsled team for the 1992 Winter 
Olympics in Albertville. France. Narrucott. 32. ran the 10U metres 
at Los Angeles. He also represented Australia at two Common- 
wealth Games — in iy7N and I9K2. He was fourth in the 
100-metre final in 1982. Narracott will be the team's brakeman, 
with Glen Turner as driver. He will be the first Australian to 
represent his country at both Summer and Winter Olympic meets. 


Maleeva, at 16 the youngest 
player in the draw, upset fourth? 
seeded Czechoslovak Radka Zru- - 
bakova in the quarterfinals. 

Pro vis, who took just 55 mi- 
nutes to dispose of Hungary's 
Andrea Temesvari 6-3 6-0, has 
played the youngest of the three 
tennis-playing Maleeva sisters 
twice in the past with honours 
even. 

Endo, a Japanese university 
student who divides her time 
between her studies and tennis, 
defeated the veteran American 
Pam Shriven 7-6, (10-8), 64 Tues- 
day in the second round. 

“I am very excited. That was 
the best win of my career,” said 
Endo, who is ranked 118th in the 
world. 

Two-time champion Shriver, 
ranked 37th in the world and 
trying to climb back up the tennis 
ladder after major shoulder 


surgery 18 months ago, was angry 
over the loss. 

The American winner of 22 
Grand Slam tournament doubles 
titles had four set points in the 
first set tiebreaker, three of which 
went to Endo on disputed line 
calls. 

From then on, the Japanese 
student used her wits and speed 
to defuse Shriver’s power advan- 
tage. 

“I only started on the tour last 
April and this is only my third trip 
outside Japan,” Endo said. 

She said she had no intention 
of abandoning her physical 
education studies at Tsukuba 
University for a full-time tennis 
career. 

“I like university life. I can 
refresh myself, so I think it is 
more of an advantage than a 
disadvantage,” she said. “The 
university has great facilities so I 
can practice almost every day.” 

Endows previous best p er fo rm -- 
ance was in reaching the third 
round of the Canadian Open, but 
she never had beaten a player 
ranked as high as Shriver’s 37th. 

Endo’s father, Hiroshi, was at 
courtside to watch his daughter’s 
victory. 

“I think he was more excited 
than me,” Endo said. “I tried not 
to think about wbo I was playing. 
I con ecu traded on my own 
game.” 

Shriver said the tine calls had 
frustrated her. 

“At 6-2 in the tiebreaker, I’ve 
never been so unlucky in my 
life,” she said. “Just when I think 
Fm making headway I get smack- 
ed again.” 

But Shriver paid tribute to En- 
do’s tenanrity and reading of the 
game. 


Peanuts 


/ I SUPPOSE \ 
/ WE'RE 60ING \ 
I TO HAVE TO LISTEN ' 
TO THAT 8EU.-RIN6ING 
L EVERS' TIME WE J 

V WALK 0V MERE / 

V NOW... 




' uJoulpn t > 

T0U THINK 
HE COULD P0 
SOMETHING 
BESIDES RING . 
ABELL? J 


* t#91 Unttad Faoajre Syndicate, me 


Andy Capp 


1 N£VPR wad a CHANCE, RKShT > 

naan childhood, father aompij 

MOTHER OUT OF WORK, ND POOD, j 
. — , RAGS ON AW BACK, ,, S 
( HOUSE CONDEMN ED ..7) 


A TCH. TC H/TCH . IF l 
ANVONE DESERVED 
HALF A PINT*— 





JUST LOOK AT THAT 
LITTLE BOOS CA WttWfi 
A HEAVY THING LIKE r- 
— Y THAT/ 



u xj; 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JAKCARY 4. 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Cam# fighter ftuncfe&on 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
q»hf Eclipse and the New Moon, 
being well aspeeted. can bdp you 
rhnngg an attitude relating 10 an 
ego status. which isn’t in your best 
interest and could avoid an ensuing 
controversy. 


nK«d get o*a tn the wad m 
have appointments with tine irfej 
can help. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Slide to those of whom you arc 
fend and with whom yon have an 
agreeable personal relationship 
rather than listen to what imper- 
sonal experts say. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
partner is so determined 10 get his 
own way that it is likely to try to 
pressure you to do what be wants 
but a member of your own family 
has the right idea. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
now find that a task to do is a drag 
but you have some big chances to 
get renal companions to ease bur- 
dens by some trip, jaunt with 
them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take some time out now 
to show you can smile and charm 
others even though you feel do nor 
have sufficient abundance to do 
the things meaning the most to 
you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have lots of interesting ideas and 
they are ail good so get out in the 
world of action and don't upset a 
chance to ahead because confused 
family members make demands. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A secret problem can keep you 


LIBRA: (September 23 toOetobcr 
22) Friends andmqncy. tapes md 
material prapm are is deadlock 
now for you and you would be 
to be social end not 10 make *sv 
impenaut dcctaons. 1 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 2i) Steer dear of t hate in 
power and Cake no ch ancu where 
your reputation a concerned a*j 
do those thins? that you perKaoJk 
to the fore front. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever 
you want to grt Mae fresh new 
ideas is beflutnm and you are in the 
mood to show you do *«tae the 
goodwill of newcomers. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 *0 
January 20) Think out 1 beta 
course under which you can 
along in the future with good 
friends who are pretty as c a m - 
promiszng in their s tandpoints . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Think over what a partner 
wants and help him to get it with 
less trouble but at the same tune do 
nothing to which a m em be r of your 
family could take exception. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Look for the outlets dun can 
bring you a fresh new dam 00 
whatever is important <0 you ami 
get away from these tedious tasks 
that annoy you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


STANLEY, YOU 
NEVER P O 
ANYTHING 
ROMANTIC 
ANYMORE/ 


I TOOK YOU 
TO SEE 
WRESTLIMG 
LAST FRIPAY 
NIGHT/ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to eacri square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


, He retted ico .. 
much on others 


TANEC 


.-7 *2* 


KRAME 




CRUSIC 


WHAT A <3UY 
WHO LEAVES TOO 
MUCH TO CHANCE 

hasn't ©err. 


HUCHAN 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: STAID 


(Answers Monday) 
BANJO TONGUE OUTING 


Answer. That gambler new knows where his next dol- 
lar is coming from, but always knows where — 
ITS GOING TO 


THE Daily Crossword by Diane C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Gerald or Henry 
5 Attar source 
10 Streaked 

14 Jacques' girl 

15 Developed 

16 Waiting object 

17 Reds 

20 WOn the heart of 

21 Kicks out 

22 Vehicle 

23 Buddy 
25 Sampled 

28 Cupid 

29 Mont Blanc tor 
one 

32 Formerly 

33 Venerate 

34 R.S.V.P. part 

35 Reds 

39 Time zona 
tetters 

40 Ledger plus 

41 Notion 

42 Permit 

43 Pay attention to 

44 Avrey 

46 Jetty 

47 Toledo 
w a ter fr ont 

48 Burmese e.g. 

SI Norms 

55 Rods 

56 US writer 
Allen — 

59 Ms Bara 

60 Favorable 
review 

61 Nuncupative 

62 Onagers 

63 Utopia 



P'g’ lT**’ ’? *** 1 3wwc— . Inc. 
A* «0Ws Hwwoc 


DOWN 

1 Watch dial 

2 Prophetic sign 

3 Pee) 

4 Loathed 

5 Made a match 

6 Missed the mark 

7 Mery — Lincoln 

8 Quiet — mouse 

9 Author Deaton 

10 Play a stringed 
instrument 

11 Money players 

12 Bridge seat 

13 Usaseosln 


18 Hay unit 

19 Extinguished 

23 Certain Slav 

24 Cornucopia 

25 Bath need 
28 Cell temUrial 

27 Sir Walter — 

28 Trimmed a 
certain way 

29 Digression 

30 Flax doth 

31 Km feature 

33 Genus of geese 

36 Maui girl 

37 "ta (Ms a dagger 
which — 
(Macbeth) 

38 Smart aledc 

44 Forums 

45 Swift for one 

48 Discussion 
group 

47 Dodge 

48 Concerning 

49 Asterisk 

50 Tiny amount 

51 Cleavers 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Qran;u rancin raonnn 
nn^ira nnnn ranrann 
nreran Bonn nrarinn 
ranmnrararannnn rawn 
nnnnnn 

gngnnm nncinoni 
nigra rannrara nranfin 
nnniii -.nrannn rannre 
□0DC1B nranmn nnfl 
^ .Hnnrann nnnnnrc 
ragoHora. orann 

nnnra nnnn 
nigcion-. zinnn nranQ 
Rnnrara ranran rnior 


52 Taunt eg Depot atibr- 

53 Roof overhang .57 SET* 

54Br.gun awpriae 


ta 
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Church in Britain flexes financial 
muscle in Sunday trading row 


E5! 


^LONDON (R) — The Church of 
• f&gjbsuid is flexing its financial 
musdein an attempt to stop big 
stores in Britain from trading on 
Sundays. 

The head of die churdh com- 
missioners, & Douglas Love- 
. lock, said he had written to major 
supermarket and retail rframc jn 
-.which the church is a substantial 
shareholder deploring Sunday 


* . The church commissioners 
administer the Church of Eng- 
land’s investment portfolio, esti- 
mated to amount to £2.5 billion 
(S4.7 billion) in shares and prop- 
erty. 

“We’re a very large sharehol- 


der in some of these companies' 
(and) you have a right and a duty 
to try to influence those who at 
die end of the day decide what 
the company will do,” Sir. Love- 
lock told British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BCC) radio. 

Several big supermarkets and 
department stores in Britain be- 
gan trading on Sundays during 
the last season of Christmas. The 
government says it is powerless to 
stop them because of uncertainty 
over the legitimacy of a tradition- 
al British ban. 

The BBC said Sir Lovelock had 
written to companies in which the 
Church of England holds shares 
worth £24 million ($45 million). 


including supermarket giants Tes- 
co and the owners of Safeway and 
Wodworths. 

The letters contained no expli- 
cit threat to divest but Sir Love- 
lock planned to write to com- 
panies which continued to flout 
the ban “in even stronger terms,” 
the BBC said. 

Sunday trading has sparked a 
passionate debate between sup- 
porters of liberalisation and tradi- 
’ tionahsts who believe it threatens 
church attendances and Christian 
values. 

Critics of the ban say the law is 
a nonsense because while Britons 
can buy beer on a Sunday they 
cannot buy Bibles. 


Bad debts at big Japanese 
banks estimated at $155b 


Report says U.S. families pay 
12% of income for health care 


TOKYO (R) — Non-performing 
loans at Japan’s major commer- 
cial banks exceeded general loan 
loss reserves at the end of 
September and the number of 
bad loans is likely to rise, the 
chairman of the Federation of 
Bankers' Associations of -Japan 
has said. 

Kenichi Suematsu told repor- 
ters that loans with interest pay- 
ments in arrears for more than six 
months at Japan's 11 big commer- 
cial banks exceeded the 830 bil- 
lion yen ($6.43 billion) the banks 
held in general loan loss reserves 
at the end of September. 

Japanese banks are required to 
set general reserves, which are 
tax-deductible, at 0.3 per cent of 


outstanding loans. 

Mr. Suematsu, president of 
Mitsui Taiyo Kobe Bank, said 
banks calculated the value of 
non-performing loans by sub- 
tracting the principal value of 
loans more than six months in 
arrears from the value of collater- 
al taken to secure the loans. 

The number of non-performing 
loans was likely to rise further by 
the end of the year to March 31, 
1992, he said. 

Mr. Suematsu said the federa- 
tion has asked the government to 
keep the required level for gener- 
al reserves at 0.3 per cent. 

He said concern was growing 
& mo ng banks that the 
government would lower the 


general reserve to loans ratio in 
order to boost tax revenue in the 
next fiscal year. 

“We want the government to 
keep general reserves at least 
0.3 per bent... as corporate bank- 
ruptcies are rising,'’ he said. 

Mr. Suematsu also said the 
federation wouj soon start study- 
ing ways to improve bank disclo- 
sures of risky loans. 

Worries about the health of 
banks are growing after the 
adventurous lending policies of 
the 1980s left them saddled with 
souring property-related loans. 

Some economists have said 
would bad debt at Japan’s com- 
mercial banks could exceed 20 
trillion ($155 billion). 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
average American family pays 
out nearly 12 per cent of its 
income for health care, and the figure 
is expected to rise to more than 
16 per cent by the year 2000, 
according to a study. 

- In 1980, the average was nine 
per cent, said the study by the 
Families USA, or Families Un- 
ited for Senior Action, Founding. 
The group said it is concerned 
with health and long term care 
issues. 

• “Health costs threaten the eco- 
nomic security of most American 
families,” said Ron Pollack, ex- 


ecutive director of Families USA. 

The study said families in 
North Dakota are paying out the 
largest portion of total family 
income for health care at 14.1 per 
cent. 

The report said about one third 
of the spending was for out-of- 
pocket costs such as payments to 
doctors, insurance deductibles 
and prescription rugs. One sixth 
goes to insurance companies in 
premiums, one-eight for medi- 
care and the rest for taxes to 
support state and federal health 
p rog ram mes. 

The report said health care 


spending in the United States 
now comes to $6,535 per family, 
of which $4,296, or approximate- 
ly two-thirds, is paid by the fami- 
lies themselves. The remaining 
one-third, or $2,239, is paid by 
business. 

In 1980, it said, the average 
American faxnilv paid $1,742 for 
health care, including out- 
of-pocket expenses, health insur- 
ance and state and federal taxes 
that go for health programmes. 
By the end of the century, the 
average will be $9397, an in- 
crease of 439 per cent in 20 years, 
the report said. 


Report finds Indian banking 
system as over- regulated 
and over-administered 


Foreign investments rise 
fivefold in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Foreign in- 
vestment in Sri i-juika increased 
more than fivefold last year com- 
pared with 1990, a gover nm ent 
official has said. 

. Laksbmaxt Watawala, chair? 

Economic Commission (GCiEC) 
which oversees foreign invest- 
ment throughout the country, 
told reporters that 230 projects 
worth $356 million were 
approved in 1991. . 

Approval was given for 114 
projects worth $65.6 million in 
1990. 

“Most investors are finding Sri 


Lanka more attractive than coun- 
tries in the region like Malaysia, 
T hailan d and Indonesia,” Mr. 
Watawala said. 

In 1989, when die government 
was fighting a Utter uprising by 
'Jleftwing ■ rebels, , ; investment. , 
" |rfunge^ to $4p .n^ pn in just 23- 
projects. It is still battling Tamil 
separatists in the north and east. 

The biggest investor last year 
was South Korea, followed by 
Hong Kong, Singapore and 
Japan. The money went into in- 
frastructure projects and factories 
making textiles, soft toys and 
electronic goods. 


At present there are 144 factor- 
ies employing 84,500 people in 
three free-trade zones. Mr. Wata- 
wala- said 200 districts had been 
riwdgnafgd where industry would 
get die same' tax holidays and 
duty-free, allowances for raw.- 
. materials and plant as firms in-ffie* 
free-trade rones. •. 

He said concessions would also 
be granted for the agricultural 
sector, infrastructure such as 
housing and hospitals, telecom- 
munications, recreational facili- 
ties like golf courses, transport 
and hotels. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Restrictions 
on private and foreign banks in 
India should be lifted, capital 
markets substantially liberalised 
and the state-dominated financial 
sector restructured, an official 
report has said. 

A nine-member government 
committee on financial reforms 
proposed that a ban on setting up 
new private or foreign banks be 
lifted and licensing of bank bran- 
ches be abolished. 

It said private sector banks 
should be put on an equal footing 
with those in the public sector 
and that there should be no furth- 
er nationalisation of banks. 

“The deterioration in the 
financial health of the system has 
reached a point where unless 
remedial measures are taken 
soon, it could... have an adverse 
affect on depositor and investor 
confidence,” the long-awaited re- .. 
port sakt ' : ! **' 

All major banks in India were 
nationalised in 1969 and 20 state 
banks now control 90 per cent of 
all banking assets. 

State bmiks have funded the 
creation of a solid industrial base 
and freed millions of villagers 
from moneylenders. 

But political intervention has 


Foreign investment in Vietnam grows sharply 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Vietnam and foreign companies 
signed a g reem en ts for 114 joint 
investment projects worth a total 
of SI 37 billion in the first 10 ' 
months of 1991, the state media 
has reported. 

That compared with 37 pro- 
jects capitalised at $360 mfllkmJn 
1988, tire first year of Vietnam’s 
liberal foreign investment bgv., 


B». all, more than 300 projects 
worth $2.5 billion have been 
licensed. The report said 12 pro- 
jects valued at $523 million are in 
oO and gas development, and 73 
projects valued at $600 million 
are in tourism. 

It said the biggest venture thus 
far has been an iron muting pro- 
ject in' the central province of Ha 
Tinh, with investment capital of 


more than $600 million. No de- 
tails of the project were given. 

Vietnam, one of the world’s 
poorest nations, counts oh fore- 
ign investment to help its recon- 
struction following years of 
ruinous socialism, 
economic embargo led by the 
United States, whicy wants 
more progress on ending the war 
. in Cambodia that began with 


Vietnam's late 1978 invasion. 

The new report said most of 
the foreign capital in 1991 went 
into industrial production, tour- 
ism, services, agriculture, fore- 
stry, fisheries, crQ and gas, coal 
and minerals, posts and telecom- 
munications. 

But there is growing interest in 
agriculture, especially in produc- 
tion and processing of food* 


saddled them with bad debt, in- 
efficiency, excess staff and a 
mushing heap of directives, the 
report said. 

It was sharply critical of the 
politicisation of an over-regulated 
state banking system and said 
bank' executives and board direc- 
tors shhuUfno longer be political 
appointees. 

“The committee believed that 
the Indian banking system, at 
present, is over-regulated and 
over-administered,” it said. 

India’s banks are among the 
least profitable in the world de- 
spite deposit growth averaging 18 
per cent a year, mostly because of 
bad loans and an obligation to 
provide cheap “directed credit” 
to deprived groups, the World 
Bank said in a confidential re- 
port. 

The committee proposed the 
government set up an assets re-, 
construction fund, which would 1 ' 
taske over a portion of the bad or 
doubtful debts at a discount. The 
World Bank bas indicated it 
could proride financing for such a 
fund. 

The committee report said that 
central bank policy on allowing 
foreign banks to open new 
offices, branches or subsidiaries 
should be liberalised. 

“Joint ventures between fore- 
ign banks and Indian banks could 
also be permitted, particularly in 
regard to merchant and invest- 
ment banking and other newer 
forms of financial services," it 
said. 

Foreign banks should sub- 
jected to the same requirements 
applicable to domestic banks, the 
report said. 

“If foreign banks are - unable 


to fulfill certain requirements, 
such as directed credit, the Re- 
serve Bank should work out 
alternative methods with a view 
to ensuring a level playing field,” 
it said. 

The report said the require- 
ment of directed credit should be 
slashed to 10 per cent ot a hank's 
rotal assets from a current 40 per 
cent and be phased out complete- 
ly in three years. 

It said the Reserve Bank 
should progressively lower the 
cash reserve ratio — now at 38 
p . cent of assets — and interest 
rates should be deregulated to 
reflect market conditions. 

“The committee is of the view 
that the present structure of 
administered interest rates is 
highly complex and rigid.” it 
pointed out. 

The report said concessional 
interest rates should be phased 
out.' “It would be desirable to 
provide for what may be called a 
prime rate, which would be the 
floor of the new lending rates." 

“Balance sheets of banks and 
financial institutions should bet 
made more transparent and full 
disclosures made in the balance 
sheets as recommended by the 
international accounting stan- 
dards committee,” it said. 

Computerised bank operations 
are urgently needed to improve 
customer services, it said. 

The report recommended that 
the state banking system be 
reorganised to create three or 
fonr large, banks “which would 
become international in charac- 
ter." Another eight to 10 banks 
with a nationwide branch net- 
work would provide universal 
banking services, it said. 



EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leadin g world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsessioii ' 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday’ 

One Sterling 1. 8595/8605 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1491/96 Canadian dollar 




One ounce of gold 


1.8595/8605 

U.S. dollar 

1.1491/96 

Pjinattian doDat 

1.5373/83 

Deutscfaemarks 

1.7320/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.3675/85 

Swiss francs 

31.57/61 

Belgian francs 

5.2450/2500 

French francs 

1159/1160 

Italian lire 

124.75/85 

Japanese yen 

5.6000/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.0425/75 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9725/75 

Danish crowns 

352. 75/353 J25 

U.S. dollars 




SYDNEY — Shore prices dosed sharply higher in futures-driven 
trade but again in very thin volumes. The All Ordinaries index 
gained 12 points to 1,659.9. 

BOMBAY — Share prices rose broadly in new account trade. The 
BSE index dosed at 1,99630, up 27.34 points. 

FRANKFURT — Early enthusiasm turned to caution. The DAX 
in dex ended at 1,603.62, up 1.74 points on the day. 

ZURICH — The SPI index rose 15.7 points to 1,0683, the day’s 
higfa. 

PARIS— Another Wall Street rally helped the CAC-40 gain 20.39 
points to 1,7703. 

LONDON — THe FTSE index seesawed up 113 points to 
2304.1, a ‘seven-week dosing high. 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks were firm in spite of what analysts say 
in an overbought state. At 1753 GMT the Dow Jones industrials 
were at 3,184.48, np 12.07. 


Greek tourism 
office joins in 

privatisation spirit 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s state 
tourism office is getting into the 
spirit of the government's priva- 
tisation plan and win soon put 
hotels and beach-front camping 
sites on offer. 

Thirty-three hotels and 11 
camping sites have been selected 
to launchs the tourism office’s 
version of privatisation being 
pushed by the conservative gov- 
ernment, Nicholas Yatrakos. 
head of the National Tourism 
organisation (EOT), has said. 


The hotels will be offered on 
25-year leases and the campign 
sites rented on different terms, he 
told a business conference. 

EOT owns hundreds of prop- 
erties around the country, rang- 
ing from hotels, bars and camping 
sites to casinos. 

‘Tin the manager of a huge 
amount of property worth hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars," Mr. 
Yatrakos said. “Our policy is to 
stop managing tourism and con- 
ine ourselves to promoting tour- 
ism.” 



Cinema 


Tel: 634144 


Kamal Shinnawi, Farouq 

Flshawi & Najwa Fuad 

ML MANAL DANCES 

, (Arabic) 

\ Show; *30. 6:15. M0. 1M0 






Patrick Swayze and 

Demi Moore 

GHOST 

.Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15. 830. 10:30 pjn. 
Special'shows for children 
on Thursday and Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. 


"Cinema 



Tel: 6251 


On Thursday. Jan. 2 at 8 p.m. 

The 'stars of Haret Abu Awwad family will resume their 
performances of 

Tamaw Al SfaaklaM 

"Somersault Time” 

Tickets avaEable daily at the theatre's entrance. 



TO 

JUDGEMENT DAY 


V 


Show: 3:3a teJO, &£) p. m . 


Announces the start of the winter Spanish language course for 
three months. 

Registration starts for the courses as of Saturday. Dec. 21 . 1 991 . 

Course begins Jan. 4, 1992. 

Spanish language courses for all levels — at three periods a 
week for each level. 

Courses on Saturday. Monday, Wednesday, one hour a day. 

For more Information call the Spanish Cultural Centre, 
Jabal Amman- Third Circle, Mohammad Hafez Maaz 
Street Tel.: 624049-610858 


M/S. SRI GURDEVCO., LTD, 
Manufacturer Representative 

Exporter & Commission Agent 
Address: OP.O. Box 1573, 

291/4 Sol Paupanieh, 

Rajawongse Rd, Sampheng, 

Bangkok 10100, Thcfed. 

Tel: 2245335, 2247S5C, 

Fax: 2246704, 

Telex: 21640 GURDEV TK 
Dealing: Textile piece goods of all kind. 

Ready made garment 

Auto Spare Parts in Japanese cars. 

Cosmetics. 1 

Al ouptirfes are wdooue. We assure our foB services. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Pressured by 
Russia's mammoth price in- 
creases, other members of the 
• new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States said Friday they will 
follow suit, sending an inflation- 
ary shudder across the former 
Soviet Union. 

Belarus raised its prices an 
average of 300 per cent Friday to 
keep Russians from surging 
across its borders in search of 
cheaper goods. 

Ukraine and Moldova took 
similar steps Thursday, when 
Russia freed prices in state stores. 
Kazakhstan said it will boost 
prices starting Monday. And the 
central Asian republics — Uzbe- 
kistan, Kyrgyzstan. Tajikistan 
and Turkmenistan — said they 
might do the same next week.' 

The price increases could start 
a trade battle that would endan- 
ger the fragile commonwealth. 

In a worst-case secenario, the 
republics could try to one-up each 
other, raising prices and wages 
higher and higher in a destructive 
inflationary spiral. 

Already, Ukraine has doubled 
its minimum wage to 370 roubles 
a month, exceeding Russia's new 
minimum of 342 roubles. 

On Jan. 10, Ukraine also will 
introduce oonpons to protect its 
food supplies. Ukrainians will re- 
ceive 25 per cent of their wages in 
the coupons, which look like 
banknotes and will be necessary 
to purchase food and clothing. 

Russia, by far the largest and 
most powerful member of the 
new commonwealth, set off the 
price increases by freeing prices 
Thursday in an effort to boost 
production. 

Supporters of President Boris 
Yehrin’s risky move say the dras- 
tic measure will give factories and 
farmers an incentive to boost 
production. 

Oritics, however, contend it is 
pointless to free prices when basic 
industries remain government- 
owned monopolies and agricul- 
ture is still dominated by ineffi- 
cient collective farms. 

While state stores remained as 
understocked as ever, the price of 
bread roughly tripled, medicine 
quadrupled, and gasoline rose 
five times across Russia. Price 
regulations will remain on some 
basic goods, including bread, 
sugar, cooking oil, baby food and 
vodka. 

Managers of state stores now 
are free to negotiate with their 
suppliers to. pay whatever is 
necessary to obtain other goods. 


But the stores are then restricts 
to a maximum retail markup of 2 1 
per cent, the Izvestia newspape: 
reported. 

In an interview with the weekly 
Moscow News, Mr. Yeltsin ad vis 
er Konstantin Kagalovsky pre 
dieted that higher prices wculc 
fill the stores with goods in abou 
one week. Then, be said, com 
petition will cause prices to sub 
side. 

Buti in a side-by-side article, < 
research institute headed by eco 
no mist Grigory Yavlinsky sak 
food would remain in short supp 
ly and that the rate of inflatioi 
would vastly exceed the Russia: 
government’s predictions. 

Mr. Yavlinsky has advised Mr 
Yeltsin and former Soviet presi 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. His in 
stitute, named Epicenter, pre 
dieted that within three weeks 
Russians will take to the streets ir 
“organised protests ... with eco 
nomic demands.” 

No economic unrest was re 
ported Thursday or Friday. 

Vasily Grosavu, press secretary 
to Moldovan President Mirchi 
Snegur, said citizens of the tin; 
republic bordering Romani: 
reacted “very calmly” to prict 
increases averaging 300 per cent 

He said the public understooc 
that “this measure was taken .. 
to protect Moldova from Rus 
sians invading the republic be- 
cause of price hikes in Russia.’ 

Shoppers and store manager 
interviewed Thursday in Moscov 
.and other Russian cities wen 
skeptical that more food, dothinj 
or electronics would soon flow 
into the shops. 

“We don’t have any secre 
basement full of food that we’v: 
been holding back, if that’s wha* 
'people think,” said Irina Karieva 
administrator of Moscow’s caver- 
nous and gloomy Taganka super 
market.” Everything depends or 
the producers, not on us." 

Many shoppers were angry. 

"This is terrible. This is killin', 
us. The prices are unreal” said : 
man surveying fatty bologna a 
Moscow’s Smolensky food store 
Its price had tripled to 58 rouble, 
a kilogramme. 

Tatyana Avdoshina, 21, mad 
the rounds of supermarkets i 
Moscow Thursday and noted tfc; 
prices on identical items varie 
enormously. 

A bottle of generic Sovic 
champagne, for example, wet 
for 120 roubles at one market 
144 at a second, and 156 a: 
third. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR ELECTING 


TTT 




AND VICE-PRESIDENT OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 

YBAKAEMW CBHAP0HHHUH f 

Ha 12.1 # 1992r. b BbJirapiAfl me 
ce npoBeaaT w3Gobh 3a npfi3waeHT m bh~ 
iienpR3Hae'HT. CbrjiacHo hob m M30npaTe- 
JI0H 33K0H, bcgkm cfejirapcKH rpaHsaHHH, 
He33BMCWM0 QT T0B3, Ce HBUHDa B 

MQMeHTa, MOKe aa ynpaKHH npaBGTo ch 

Ha rjiac. 

Ako acenaflTe fla hanpaBiiie TOBa, 
IlocojicTBOTa Ha PenyrfjiHKa E&jirapMH b 
A wan HU KAIJM HAii- y^THBO ja ce 33 nniiie i -i 
Te B M3flIfpaTe3IHMTe CIIMCSmi, Kaio cbo< 1- 
mMTe TDKTe Buena, aaia m uhczo hb oaa- 
#aHe h Houepa Ha 3a^r paHKHHHH nacnopT, 
Tob 3 MOEe aa HanpaBine BceKH jeH ot 
09, GO ao 12,00 qaea easy 4 h ll.I.9£r 
b crpajjaTa Ha Hgcojictboto, mjim hs ta— 
Jie$ 0 H / 818151/ 52 $aKc/818 153/mrn 
TeneKc / 24 246 / . 3aK0HST npeaBnaaa 
BE3MOKH0CT aa ce rjiacyBa h fie s npea- 
BapMTejiHO aanwcBaHev hhto HBUjinie ce 
Ha cauHH sen hq n3fiopuTe rjiacyBaT cb- 
iPt no OTjeneH ciihcek. 

MafiwpaTeiiHaTa ceicmiH ce 0TKpi?3a b 
crpa^aTa sa IlacojicTBOTo b Ausk hs 
12.1„92r.jj me pafioiH ot 08,OOho18,OOii. 

IlOCOJICTBOro HA PEliYEMKA 
B&jrAPHH 3 AMAH 
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% Sival sides sign ceasefire; 
new Yugoslavia to be formed 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— A fresh ceasefire agreement 
could finally end six months of 
bnital fighting in Croatia, bat 
plans to proclaim a smaller, Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia Friday 
may jeopardise a true peace. 

Despite the agreement to ceas- 
efire at 6 p.m. (1700 GMT), the 
two sides continued to pound 
each other relentlessly in anti- 
cipation of ending hostilities. 

The new peace pact, signed 
Thursday by a senior federal 
army commander and the Croa- 
tian defence minister, could pave 
the way for deployment of up to 
^.10,000 United Nation's 
'peacekeepers in Croatia and 
neighbouring Bosnia- 
Hercegovina. 

Federal air force jets bombed 
the city of Daruvar, 100 
kilometres east of Zagreb, during 
the night. Daruvar has been an 
important staging area for a ma- 
jor Croat advance along that 
front. 

Air raid warnings were in force 
in eight towns in northern Croatia 
Friday morning, defence officials 
said. 

A heavy exchange of artillery 
fire started after midnight around 
the key eastern city of Orijek, 
Croatian radio reported. Numer- 
ous shells slammed into the cen- 
tre of the Croat-held dty, where 
one person died and 13 were 
injured in a mdir bombardment 
Thursday. 

Artillery and small arms fire 
exchanges were reported from 
the central Adriatic coast Sibenik 
and Zadar. 

U.N. envoy Cyrus Vance, who 
brokered Thursday's accord, cal- 
led it “an important step for- 
ward.” 

But be was adamant that a 
sustained truce must be in place 
'before the U.N. can even think of 
dispatching peacekeeping. 
Assembling such a force could 
take about a month, he indicated. 


Mr. Vance left Belgarde early 
Friday for Lisbon to brief Portug- 
al, which took over the rotating 
presidency of the European Com- 
munity on Jan. 1, and Lord Car- 
rington, the EC special envoy on 
Yugoslavia, on this week's appa- 
rent breakthrough. 

From Lisbon, Mr. Vance was 
to go to New York for talks with 
new U.N. Secretary-General 
Butros Ghali, who is expected to 
make a statement early next week 
on deploying peacekeeping to 
end Europe's bloodiest fighting 
since World War □. 

Many obstacles to peace re- 
main, especially in Serb- 
dominated areas of Croatia and 
neighbouring Bosnia, which is 
dominated by Slavic Muslims but 
has sizable, tense Serb and Croat 
minorities. 

If the war spreads to Bosnia, 
slaughter and destruction are 
likely to be far worse than in the 
six-month war sparked by 
Croatia's declaration of inde- 
pendence last Jane 25. 

Serb minority leaders in Bosnia 
and Croatia were expected to 
attend a meeting in Belgrade 
Friday of more than 100 parties 
and movements to proclaim a 
new, smaller Yugoslavia. Allies 
of Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic dominate the group, 
and Serbia is likely to dominate 
the new alignment. 

But Milosevic has left unclear 
exactly which territories would be 
incorporated into the planned 
new country, whose supporters 
expect it to inherit the legal status 
of the old Yugoslavia in interna- 
tional forums. 

That would obviate die need 
for recognition. Serbia and its ally 
Montenegro are the only two of 
Yugoslavia’s six republics that 
have not asked to be recognised 
by the EC later this month. 

The Belgrade meeting is .ex- 
pected to declare that the internal 
boundaries between the republics 



are subject to change. That could 
enable Serbia to absorb Serb- 
dominated parts of other repub- 
lics into the new nation. 


The territorial issue is central. 
Serbia, the largest republic, 
maintains that Serbs in Croatia 
and other republics must be 
allowed to live together in one 
state. That is rejected by the 
dominant ethnic groups in 
Croatia, Bosnia and Macr Ionia. 

The war pits Croatian defen- 
ders against Serb irregulars 
opposed to Croatian independ- 
ence and the Serb-dominated 
federal army. 


about peace because the latest 
agreement binds both sides not to 
fire back if fired upon, but to talk 
to each other if the truce is 
broken. 


Serb-dominated forces have 
captured more than a third of 
Croatian territory, but Croatian 
forces have made some battle- 
field gains in recent weeks. 

Croatia’s centre-right govern- 
ment has vowed to win back that 
territory, either through negotia- 
tions or fighting. 

Mr. Vance said Thursday he 
was more optimistic than before 


Agreement on monitoring and 
liaison to observe the truce are 
“absolutely essential if we are to 
make sure that this is different” 
from previous truces. Mi. Vance 
told reporters. 

Vuk Draskovic, leader of the 
main Serbian opposition party, 
the Serbian Renewal Movement, 
was quoted in the media as saying 
the plan for a new Yugoslavia 
“dangerously threatens” the 
truce agreement and thus the 
deployment of U.N. peacekeep- 


ers. 


Peacekeepers are supposed to 
ensure demilitarisation of all 
combat zones, including the large 
Serb-held Krajina region in west- 
ern Croatia and smaller Seri) 
enclaves in central and eastern 
Croatia, and to allow some 
700,000 refugees to return home. 


France sends paratroops to Chad 


TOULOUSE, Fiance (R) — 
France sent paratroops to Chad 
on Friday, saying they would aid 
French nationals endangered by 
an advance of rebel fighters to- 
wards the capital N’djamena. 

The 141 men, based in the 
southwestern town of Castres, 
make up one of three companies 
being sent to reinforce France’s 
1,200-strong garrison in its for- 
mer colony. 

The other two are being flown 
in from other French bases in 
Africa. 

“Our mission it to evacuate 
and protect French nationals in 
Chad,” company Commander 
Colonel Christian Lurot told 
journalists. 

France, which ruled Chad until 


1960 and has 3,000 nationals 
there, decided to send the troops 
Thursday after a rebels were re- 
ported to have captured two 
towns near N'Djamena. 

Ten Jaguar fighter-bombers 
have also been put on alert in 
France. 


of organising the rebel attacks. 

The French Foreign Ministry 
said dvihans were in danger but 
that the rebels were disorganised. 


Official sources in Paris have 
said die French hoops will be 
stationed at strategic points in the 
capital including the airport. 

The government has not spel- 
led out the troops* mission, hi 
1986 France sent reinforcements 
to protect then President Hbsene 
Habre against an attack by Libya. 


“At die moment we’re seeing 
action by uncontrolled aimed 
bands,” spokesman Maurice 
Gourdault-Montagne told repor- 
ters. “But there is a threat to 
civilians." 


Mr. Habre was deposed a year 
ago and his successor, Idriss 
Deby, has accused his supporters 


He said the French government 
had decided to send in troops 
after a request from Mr. Deby,_ 
who has pledged a return to 
multi-party politics since coming 
to power in November 1990. 

“We support the democratic 
process begun by President 
Deby,” Mr. Gourdault- 
Montagne said. 


Masked Georgian gunmen fire on 
crowd of Gamsakhurdia supporters 


TBILISI, Georgia (Agencies) — 
Masked gunmen fired at a crowd 
demonstrating in support of be- 
sieged Georgian President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia on Friday, killing 
at least one person. 

One of the gunmen was caught 
and beaten to death at the back of 
a van and three others were held, 
witnesses, said. 

The attack threatened to has- 
ten the final showedown between 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia, blockaded in 
his war-scarred parliament build- 
ing, and an alliance of military 
groups trying to overthrow him. 

About half a dozen gunmen in 
black woollen balaklavas drove 
op to the demonstration in the 
Didubeh district and jumped out 
brandishing automatic rifles. 


Most of the 2,000 demonstra- 
tors scattered in terror when the 
gunmen started firing in the air. 
But when a group of about 40 
began throwing stones at them, 
they lowered the barrels of their 
rifles and began firing point- 


blank into the crowd. 

London-based Independent 
Television News (TIN) reported 
that about 2,000 Gamsakhurdia 
supproters were at the Tbilisi 
demonstration when gunmen 
opened fire, killing at least three 

“Many more were hit by auto- 
matic gunfire,” ITN said. 

The shootings came the day 
after opposition leaders 
announced the formation of a 
military council to take power 
from Mr. Gamsakhurdia, 
although there was no sign he 
would surrender. 

The opposition also declared a 
state of e m erg en cy m Tbilisi start- 
ing at midnight Thursday (2100 
GMT), and an 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
curfew. The military council also 
banned rallies in the capital. 

The opposition's intentions 
were announced on Georgian 
television. 


led. The whole power in Georgia 
is taken by the Military Council 
of the Georgian Republic. All the 
structures of state are to abide by 
this council,” the announcement 
said. 


There was no immediate reac- 
tion from Mr. Gamsakhurdia, 
who was still being defended by 
loyal troops at the parliament 
building. He has said will not 
resign. 

Akafci Asatiard, the parliament 
chairman and a Gamsakhurdia 
supporter, called for new elec- 
tions to determine “the destiny of 
the country.” 


“Beginning Jan. 2 this year, the 
power usurped by President 
Gamsakhurdia has been annul- 


The fighting between Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia’s forces and 
opposition troops began Dec. 22 
after weeks of increasing tension. 
It has left Georgia virtually 
Jeaderless. 

Neither ride has won enough 
supporters to overpower the 
other, and it is unkown whether 
the country will support the milit- 
ary council. 


Records show U.K. was ready 
for war over Berlin in 1961 


LONDON (R) — Britain consi- 
dered going to war over the build- 
ing of the Berlin Wall in 1961 and 
then-Prime Minister Harold Mac- 
Millan said Germans only yielded 
to force, according to secret 
documents declassified Wednes- 
day. 

The documents also -showed 
that Mr. MacMillan's Conserva- 
tive Party was as divided as now 
over die European Connmmity. 
International issues and domestic 
ones such as immigration to Bri- 
tain and Sunday trading were as 
high on the agenda 30 years ago 
as they are today. 

Memoranda fr o m British de- 
fence chiefs, included in official 
papers released under Britain’s 
20-year secrecy rale, showed Bri- 
tain and its World War II allies 
were determined to maintain the 
freedom of West Berlin “at the 


risk of war if necesauy.” 
“Germans, in particular, never 
yield to the force of argument, 
but only to the argument of 
force,” Mr. MacMillan said in 
another document 
East Germany sealed the bor- 
der between Eart and West Ber- 
lin in mid-Angust 1961 and 
erected a wall which divided the 
city. 

At a meeting a week after the 
wall went up, defence chiefs dis- 
cussed a paper called '’Berlin 
contingency planning,” which 
said the allies’ objectives were to 
maintain the presence and secur- 
ity of their forces in West Berlin 
and ensure the freedom and 
inability of the dty and physical 
access to it 

“Although every reasonable 
effort will be made to arrive at a 
peaceful settlement of the Beilin 


question with the Soviet govern- 
ment, pending such a settlement 
they will take all necessary and 
appropriate steps to demonstrate 
their determination to secure 
their requirements, at the risk of 
war if necessary,” the paper con- 
cluded. 


On Europe, the Conservative 
Party and the cabinet were 
wracked by tensions and diviSKHis 
in the year Britain first applied to 
join the EC. 

Mr. MacMillan had to walk a 
tightrope as be tried to read] 
agreement with his own mimsteis 
and General Charles de GanDe, 
then president of France, who 
vetoed Britain's membership. 


“It is no. good talking fe general 
terms to the general,” Mr. Mhc- 
MUlan said. Britain finally joined 
the EC in 1973. 


Indonesia 


warns 

Australia 


over 


protests 


JAKARTA (R) — An angry 
Indonesia warned Australia Fri- 
day that relations could be at risk 
after a crowd pro t e st in g over 
November’s Indonesian army 
massacre in East Timor harassed 
its diplomats in Canberra. 

"We want those actions stop- 
ped. If they are pot stopped the 
will dearly jeopardise our rela- 
tions,” Foreign Minister Ah Ala- 
tas told reporters. 

He said demonstrators threw 
bricks at two embassy cars leav- 
ing the Canberra compound 
Thursday and diplomats had been 
harassed. Police failed to do more 
than shout at the mob to stop, he 
said. 

“What makes us deeply con- 
cerned... (is that) those demon- 
strators have acted with apparent 
ease and complete freedom to do 
so.” Mr. AJatas said. 

The embassy has been picketed 
since Nov. 12 when Indonesian 
soldiers fired into a crowd of 
mourners in East Timor, killing 
scores and sparking an interna- 
tional outcry. 

Radio Australia reported later 
that Canberra police had ordered 
protesters to dismantle by Mon- 
day a hut, described by demon- 
strators as the East Timor 
“embassy”, erected outside the 
Indonesian mission. 

Australian union action against 
Indonesia resulted in a major 
commercial loss when Jakarta 
cancelled a $6.1 million U.S. 
contract with Australia’s largest 


company 

Broken Hill PTY said Friday a 
contract to ship 30,000 tonnes of 
steel slabs to state-owned Kraka- 
tau Steel was lost because of 
industrial action by a local trade 
union. 

A government inquiry in East 
Timor said the army killed about 
50 people and another 90 were 
still missing. Some local witnesses 
say the death toll could be as high 
as 180 and that die shootings 
were unprovoked. 

l eading U.S. human rights 
group Aria Watch Friday deman- 
ded an international investigation 
into the shooting, saying the gov- 
ernment’s version erf events was 
unacceptable. 

But diplomats said the official 
report, which accused the power- 
ful Indonesian army of overreact- 
ing, was , likely to placate most 
foreign aid donors, cm whom 
Jakarta relies heavily. Three 
countries have suspended aid 
over the shooting. 

Mr. Alatas said that while In- 
donesia opposed and link be- 
tween aid and human rights it 
realised that the shooting had 
been s serious setback to its 
efforts in East Timor. 


Bush in 


Singapore 
on 2nd 


stop of Far 
East tour 


SINGAPORE (AP) — President 
George Bush arrived Friday seek- 
ing a larger military presence in 
this small city-state to fill the gap 
that will be created by the poDoot 
of American forces from the Phi- 
lippines. 

On the second leg of his four- 
nation trip to the Aria-Pacific 
region, Mr. Bush also was to 
announce the lifting of the U.S. 
trade embargo against Cambo- 
dia. 

He arrived from Melbourne 
after assuring Australian business 
leaders that the United States 
would not abandon its “special 
responsibility” for stability in the 
region. 

The United States is looking 
toward Singapore as a possible 
military stronghold because of 
die forced U.S. pullout from Sub- 
ic Bay Naval Station and its aban- 
donment of volcano-crippled 
Clark Air Base in the Philippines. 

The Bush administration wants 
to shift some security resources 
— but not build a new base — in 
this island republic near the 
equator, U.S. officials said. 

That would likely include the 
U.S. command structures cur- 
rently based at Subic Bay, as well 
as expanded rights to use Singa- 
pore bases and make port calls, 
said one official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

A November 1990 agreement 
signed by Vice President Dan 
Cfuayle and then-Prime Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew already provides 
U.S. warships and planes wider 
use of existing bases. Mr. Bush 
hopes to expand on that arrange- 
ment. 

An official travelling with Mr. 
Bush said the president would lift 
the embargo against Cambodia, 
where warring factions signed a 
peace treaty two months ago. 

The embargo dates to April 
1975, when Khmer Rouge rebels 
forced the pro-Western govern- 
ment- from power. :::i 

It wfll be fitted in recognition of 
that nation’s progress toward 
democratic rale, U.S. officials 
said Thursday. 

The move is part of the process 
of reconciliation between the Un- 
ited States and Cambodia follow- 
ing the signing of tbe peace treaty 
in Paris on Oct. 23. 

The United States has linked 
normal trade and diplomatic ties 
with Cambodia to a successful 
start of the Cambodian peace 
process, which is scheduled to 
culminate in free elections in 
1993. 

Mr. Bush, after spending the 
first three days of ‘ 12-day trip 
in Australia, become tbe flirt 
U.S. president to visit Singapore, 
a republic of 3 million poeple, 76 
per cent of whom are ethnic 
Chinese. There are Malay and 
Indian minorities. 

Mr. Bush will meet Saturday 
with Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong and President Wee Kim 
Wee as well as Mr. Lee Kuan 
Yew, who ruled few 31 years 
before stepping down in Novem- 
ber 1990. 

On his final day in Australia, 
Mr. Bush vowed to resist protec- 
tionist pressures even as he 
sought to defend U.S. wheat sub- 
sidies that have hurt Australian 
formers. 


Mr. Bush said protectionist 
pressures at home are mounting 
in this election year. “None of us 
are pure,” he said. “Not one 
country can say, *we don’t protect 
in some way or another’.” 

But he pledged that as long as 
he remains president, “we are not 
going to go... down tbe protec- 
tion path.” 

Mr. Bush was acco m p a nied to 
Singapore by 11 U.S. corporate 
executives be brought along 
mainly to press the case for re- 
moval of trade barriers 
Singapore and die United 
States share what Washington de- 
scribes as excellent economic re- 
lations. 


Tbe United States and Singa- 
pore enjoy a growing $21 trillion 
trilateral trade. More than 800 
U.S. companies operate in Singa- 
pore. 

Singapore has a spotty record 
on h uman lights, but officials said 
Mr. Bush did not intend to make 
a public issue of that during his 
visit 

Singapore Foreign Ministry 
officials said there was no formal 
agenda and their leaders were 
prepared to discuss anything Mr. 
Bush cared to bring up. 

Singapore's government has 
taken a hardline against political 
dissent, imposed controls on fore- 
ign publications, and has kept a 
law inherited from British colo- 
nial days that pe rm it s tbe indefi- 
nite detention of those deemed 
subversive without charge or 
trial. 

The State Department human 
rights report this year cited 
“credible rep or t s of recent mis- 
treatment.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


2 policemen shot dead in S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Two policemen were shot dead in 
South Africa while patrolling the black township of Soweto, south 
west of Johannesburg, a police spokesman said Friday. Unknown 
gunmen opened fire on their vehicle Thursday evening in tbe 
s econ d such ambush in two days. Tbe deaths pushed the toll of 
police; killed in attacks to 150 since the start of last year. Two 
policemen died the previous day m Tokoza township, south east 
of Johannesburg, when unknown gunmen opened fire on them 
and set their vehicle of fire. Earlier a policeman was shot dead 
while investigating fighting near his home in Soweto. Thursday's - 
attack took place shortly after the public were reminded of a 
standing 25,000 rand ($9,000) reward for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of people who killed police officers. 


Mother Teresa suffers new chest pain 


LA JOLLA, Calif (AP) — Mother Teresa's doctors say it could 
be a month before they know how serious her heart condition is. 
Tbe 81-ycar-old Roman Catholic mm, who won the 1979 Nobel 
Peace Prize for her work with the poor, remained in serious 
condition Friday at Scripps Clinic and Research Foundation after 
doctors disclosed Thursday that she had suffered more chest pain. 
“She’s not getting worse,” Dr. Paul Teustein said. “She has some 
good moments. She has some worse moments.” She has been 
hospitalised since Dec. 26 for treatment of pneumonia that led to 
congestive heart failure. Doctors said tbe pain Wednesday night 
was caused by a spasm, or tightening, in a small coronary artery 
after a period of elevated blood pressure. Tbe angina was treated 
with medicine, the hospital said in a s t a t e me n t. Angina is caused 
by an inadequate blood supply to the heart. The hospital said an 
angiogram indicated that all of her major blood vessels looked 
fine. Tbe doctors said the arterial spasm was to be expected in a 
patient of Mother Teresa’s age who has undergone an angioplas- 
ty. Her doctors performed the artery-opening procedure Sunday 
after pneumonia triggered an episode of congestive heart failure. 


Burmese troops attack rebels 


BANGKOK (AP) — Burmese troops attacked two guerrilla 
strongholds of the Karen ethnic minority along the Thai-Burmese 
border earlier this week, Thai border police said Friday. Police 
Maj. Gen. Kbamron Leeyavanich said that the Karen rebel 
camps. Ye Gyaw and Kawmoorah, were shelled by Burmese 
artillery between Dec. 27-28. Tbe regional border patrol police 
chief said no damage or casualties had been reproted. The Karen 
rebels have been waging a guerrilla war for autonomy from the 
Burmese government for more than four decades. Over the past 
few years. Burmese forces have driven diem into shrinking border 
enclaves. Gen. Kbamron said he expected more fighting as the 
Burmese launch a dry-season offensive against the Karen, one of 
a number of ethnic minorities fighting for autonomy from the 
central government. Gen. Shannon denied a local newspaper 
report that 600 Karen refugees fled into Thailand in wake of the 
fighting. The report said the refugees were now in two districts of 
the n o; th e m Thai province of Tak. 


U.S. may halt Vietnam embargo — Solarz 


HANOI (R) — Visiting U.S. congre ss man Stephen Solarz said 
Friday die United States might fift its trade embargo against 
Vietnam this summer or auburn. He told reporters the move was 
likely if Hanof~ continued' to promote the Cambodian peace 
agreement and resolve the fete of American servicemen missing 
from the Vietnam War. Mr. Solarz, chairman of the House of 
Representatives Asia-Pacific Foreign Affairs Subcommittee, was 
speaking after meeting Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet and Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Manh Cam during a one-day trip to Hanoi. “I 
certainly think there’s a very real chance the embargo will be 
lifted by some time in the summer or foil of 1992, if they 
(Vietnam) have cooperated in the implementation of die Cambo- 
dian agreement and in the search for our MIAs (missing-in- 
action),” he said. Washington announced last year it was ready to 
start a process leading to the resumption of relations with 
Vietnam. 


Albanian president suffers heart attack 


TIRANA (AP) — - President Ramiz Alia, 66, suffered a heart 
attack this week but is apparently in satisfactory condition, die 
Albanian News Agency (ATA) reported Friday. The official 
report provided few details of Mr. Alia's condition, saying no 
computations had occurred and his “general state” of health was 
good. Mr. Alia took over as president from longtime Stalinist 
dictator Enver Hoxha, who died in April 1985. He stepped down 
as head of the Communist Party on May 5 and, under intense 
public pressure, allowed the formation of political parties. That 
development eventually triggered the demise of Communist rule 
in what had been Europe’s most rigidly controlled country. 


Taiwanese ask to bring wives from China 


TAIPEI (R) — Hundreds of Taiwanese sought permission Friday 
to bring their mainland Chinese wives to the island after Taipei 
lifted a 43-year-old ban. Over 500 anxious men crowded into the 
Free China Relief Association in Taipei as authorities began 
accepting applications for 340 Chinese spouses to immigrate 
annually, an association spokeswoman said. Dozens bad queued 
for several days and nights outride the association, a semi-official 
body handling tbe applications. Over 200 applications were 
received in the morning alone, the spokeswoman said. Some of 
die men became separated from their wives at the end of the 
Chinese civil war in 1949, whfle others bad married in China 


during tourist or business trips. There were apparently no 
Taiwanese women with mainland Chinese husbands. Taiwan’s 
Nationalist government, which has strictly curbed contact China 
since it lost the war and fled to tire island, began easing 
restrictions in tbe late 1980s. It agreed last year to let an annual 
quota of C hine se spouses immigrate. The number is limited for 
na tional security reasons, officials have said. Previously, only 
mainland Grin&e over 70 or under 12 with relatives in Taiwan 
could immigrate. 


Queen Elizabeth honours TV cameraman 


LONDON (R) — Africa-based television cameraman Moham- 
mad Amin, acclaimed for his film alerting the would to tire 1984 
famine in Ethiopia, was made a member of the Order of the 
British Empire in Queen Elizabeth's New Year honours list. The 
a w ar d announced Tuesday recognised Mr. Amin, 47, Africa 
bureau chief of tire television news agency Visnews, for his 
contribution to photography and journalism. Bob Geltkrf, the 
Irish rock singer who was inspired by Amin’s pictures to lead an 
international relief appeal for Ethiopia, once called him “tire 
visual .interpreter of man’s stinking conscience.” Last Jane Mr. 
Amin lost his left forearm in an explosion while filming a Mazing 
munitions d ump explosion in tire centre of Addis Ababa. His 


Kenyan soundman, John Mathai, was killed. 


2 Mozambican stowaways left at sea 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Two Mozambican stowaways found 
aboard a ship were put over tbe side in oQ drums in shark-infested 
seas and told to find their own way to safety, according to a report 
Friday. The refugees from the Mozambican civfl war were washed 
up Tuesday on Smith Africa’s east coart, said tire independent 
South African Press Association. Tbe two were arrested as illegal 
immigrants. The unidentified men got aboard the ship in 
Mozambique, but were later found as it sailed along the South 
African coart, tbe report said. The pair were put into the oil 
dr um s and abandoned, it said. Tbe slop was not identified and it 
was not known bow far off shore tire men w we put into the sea, 
tbe report said. Impoverished Mozambicans, Seeing the civil war 
in tbezr nation, often fry to enter South Africa, mostly ripping 
over tire fend border. 



Astrologers foresee 
earthquakes, hoods, 
and wars in 1§S2 


Report: We!' being 
of American 
children on decline 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ican children today are more like- 
ly than tire children of 30 yean 
ago* to suffer from bdrevioarri- 
(Hsorders and perform poorly on 
standardised tests, according to 
an article published in tbe journal 
Science. During those same 30 
years, the article says, tbe sum 
of all federal, strte and local 
government spending on prog- 
rammes for children increased at 
about half tbe rate of spending on 
programmes for adults. While not 
laying all tbe blame for children’s 
problems on the shift in govern- 
ment spending, the article argues 
that the most efficient way for 
government co reverse the trend 
is to enact child-centred tax cre- 
dits or other policies that would 
redistribute income from house- 
holds that do not have children to 
those that do. 


Over-eager fireman 
arrested for arson 


LUGANO, Switzerland (R) — A 
young Swiss fireman commended 
by his chiefs for excellent work 
has been arrested for starting at 
least seven forest fires. Firefight- 
ing officials said 'Monday the 
pyromaniac fireman was arrested 
last week after colleagues became 
suspicious and began to keep an 
eye on him. “The young man had 
a passion for flames and started 
them just for the pleasure of 
putting them out. His passion 
betrayed him,” said Lugano’s 
Deputy Fire Chief Rena eoQuad- 
ranti. “On Tuesday morning we 
almost caught him in the act We 
‘arrested him ourselves and hand- 
ed him in to district police.” Mr. 
Quadranti said the man became a 
volunteer fireman in January 
1990 and soon began to attract 
praise for his “commitment and 
excellent work during fires.” The 
local prosecutor said the man had 
confessed to starting tbe blazes 
and was being kept in prison. 


Company builds 
casket for 
509 kg man 


EYNON, Pensyfvarria (AP)'— A 
company in this tiny town 
proved no job is too big when it 
built a 1.4-metre- wide, iron-rein- 
forced casket for Walter Hudson, 
who wiegbed 509 kfogramme 
when he died last week. Carl 

Short, production manager of 
Casket Shells Inc., said that tire 
company fe the nation’s largest 
maker of specialty oversized cas- 
kets but that Mr. Hudson’s casket 
had to be made by hand because 
it wouldn’t St on the production 
fine. “Everybody was quite ex- 
cited about it,” Mr. Short said. 
“Everybody was quite pleased 
with how it coined out it’s the 
biggest one we’ve ever made.” 
The velvet-lined host w eighs ab- 
out 362 kSogramms. It’s 137 cen- 
timetres wide, 102 centimetres 
deep and 224 cent im e tres tong- A 
standard casket js 71 cen- 
timetres wide, M - centimetres 
deep and 211 centimetres long- 






MILAN (AP) Italian asizok)- 
gers sec bad omens fora new yea 
they predict will be matted by 
major earthquakes, floods; wars 
and social upheavals. The 
astrologers, who held their yearly 
meeting recently a? the garab&ng 
resort of San Remo, predicted 
major earthquakes in Onnaaod 
Mexico in 1992, renewed atroci- 
ties in Iraq and major serial, 
economic and political changes is 
the United States. The rtar gazers 
said the bad omens can be seen is 
tbe growing influence of fee 
moon and in the five lunar 
eclipses that will take {dace fe the 
leap year. Italian astr o l og e rs tra- 
ditionally link misfortune to the 
occurrence of ecHpccs^sd fee 
first one in 1992 comes hi Ian- 
ary. Marco Beielii. known as 
‘Mago Otelma” or “Magician 
Otelma.” predicted major earth- 
quakes in Mexico and Oana 
while floods and high tides wffi 
affect several countries. Star 
charts and crystal balk seemed 
unnecessary for some of fee pre- 
dictions. Several astrologers, for 
example, predicted the war 
would continue in Yugoslavs and 
that there would be gro w i ng 
problems for Russian Presidea: 
Boris Yeltsin and the new nations 
of the former Soviet Union. 
Lucia Alberti, an Austrian-bora 
Italian astrologer who publishes a 
popular, yearly Calendario 
Astro! ogico (Astrolo&c Cakn- 
dar), wrote that Germany wifi be 
faced with major internal pofitkal 
problems while the United States 
will go through major social, eco- 
nomic and political transforma- 
tions. 
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